
Tina Jackson (Class of 1987), interviewed by Erisa Apantaku. 

Tina Jackson (TJ): Right here? 

Erisa Apantaku (EA): Yeah, right there.  

TJ: Alright, let's get this party started.  

EA:  Okay, so can you say your name and spell it.  

TJ: Tina Jackson, T I N A J A C K S O N.  

0:12   

EA: Great, and...so I'm going to ask you some specific questions that you've already answered before with me 
but just answer them again. So you were telling me about food fights there were food fights when you went to 
school?  

0:26 

TJ: Yes, yes, they have food fights there. They had what - we were already sitting down eating lunch and one 
of the guys who would get into it with another guy. And so what they do was proceeded to say to get us ready 
they will say "what, what, what, what". And all the children know to get under the table because the trays was 
going to get ready to start flying in a few minutes. And so at that point, it was a food fight through the entire 
lunch room and all the students would be throwing trays across the lunch room tables. And food was 
everywhere. 

EA: 1:02: So it was a -  it was a legit food fight started because people were like, getting into it with each 
other. What does that mean?  

TJ: 1:10: It was mainly because they just wanted to do it. Because they - it wasn't like 'I don't like you, you 
don't like me'. It was more or less 'Let's just get a food fight started just for the sake of it'.  

EA: 1:21: Do you know who would clean those up?  

TJ: Probably maintenance or the football team, since they were the ones that started it.  

EA: What about... oh, how long did they usually last?  

TJ: No more than five minutes. It was really short food fight. 

EA:  Was it at the beginning of lunch or the end of lunch like -  

TJ: Within the... towards the end, middle-end of lunch, never at the beginning.  Everybody had to get some 
food in. 

EA: It's like food and then play. 

TJ: Yes, definitely. 

 



 1:54 

EA: What about these snow fights?  

TJ: 1:56: The snow fights were, oh no, they were the worst. So when it's snowed, like, really heavy, the girls 
were afraid to come to school because the guys, when you come walking up to the corridor of the school, the 
foyer of the school, there was a whole lot of snow piled up in the middle where the grass area normally would 
be. So the guys would dump all the girls in the snow right there. 

EA: What does that mean, to dump? 

TJ: Dump means they would just smash your face face-first in the snow and dump your whole body and all 
your clothes would be wet with snow. 

EA: Oh, that sounds horrible. 

TJ: Oh, it was.  

 2:29   

EA: What would you do? Would you, like, try and go in a side door, would you...? 

TJ: Oh, never. You could never go in a side door because of the way Robeson is made, everybody had to walk 
down the middle. It was literally like a - a movie stars, roll out the red carpet, you had to walk down this long 
walk way where everybody could see you. So that's how it really was. There was no way around it, ever. 

EA: Wow. And then you were also telling me that in swimming class, the same kinds of shenanigans would 
happen.  

2:59   

TJ: That was, that was just, um, one off here and there. The teacher was very, um, disciplined in the way they 
taught us, our instruction. They taught us how to dive in deep and everything. But sometimes the guys would 
get out of hand and want to play around, and they - we would be sitting on the side of the pool, just sitting 
there waiting, and they would come and grab you and dump you in the water. Not to harm you, but it's just 
to play only.  

EA: What - would they get any, like, punishments or anything?  

TJ: Um, no, it just happened so fast. Nobody really told "Ah, stop, get away from me" and then that was it. 

EA: So no one ever got hurt. What about from the food fights or the snow fights? Did anybody?  

TJ: No, not that I know of. No one ever got hurt, it was more play than anything. If they did get hurt, it 
probably was a tray upside the head, but it was very minor. 

3:47   

EA: That's good. What was the learning environment like in Robeson, with all of these things happening 
sometimes? 



TJ: Oh, the small shenanigans to the side? The learning environment was very strict. I learned a lot, I was a 
student. They had very good instructors. They made sure that the students learned their lessons and also they 
made sure that the - that partners that not well, the classmates did not act a fool in the class. If not, they will 
have to be made to go to see Mr. Bonner. The disciplinarian and the principal. 

EA: And, real quick, can you also tell me what, what year you graduated? 

4:29   

TJ: I graduated 1987. The best class to come out of Robeson, ever.  

EA: Is there a lot of class pride?  

TJ: Oh, there's a lot of class pride. '84, '85, they swear they are the ones that really put Robeson on the map 
but I believe 1987 put Robeson on the map, definitely.  

EA: Why do you think '87?  

TJ: Because we were the best class to come out of Robeson no matter what, and we were very athletic. We 
had D-train, we had Tyrone Watson, we had Tyrone Williams, we had - we had Dion, we had Lil George, we 
had a lot of great athletes. We had Rambo and a lot of more names that I haven't named, but we definitely - 
they came out, and they were the best. 

5:15   

EA: I just want to ask you one more question. What about, kind of piggybacking off of the learning 
environment, you said the teachers were very strict, but they were very good with their instruction. Can you 
tell me about one class or one teacher that was particularly important for you?  

TJ: Yes, I had two, actually. Ms. Dase's geometry and Ms. Richard's English. Senior English class, the best 
ever. I still have her books that she let us have at the end of the day to this day because she was such an 
awesome teacher. It was mainly the grammatical with the English, and I was able to go on to college and just 
finish 10 page term papers just from the information she taught me in that English class.  

EA: Do remember those books, what were those books? 

TJ: The books, I don't remember the book name but I do have it in the back I can go grab it. 

EA: Do you want to go grab it? Is that too much trouble to ask?  

TJ: No, it's not. Can you mute?  

EA: Yeah, yeah. 

6:12 

TJ: Tyler! Allen and Bacon handbook. 

6:19   

EA: Can you say that? 



TJ: Allen and Bacon handbook. Leonard and L. Rossen, Lauren Bearan, second edition. This is the book she 
taught us our senior English from out of.  

EA: Wow. 

TJ: Ms. Richards. 

EA: And you still have it. 

TJ: Oh, yes.  

EA: That's amazing. 

TJ: Legendary. 

6:40   

EA: Thank you so much. Anything else to add?  

TJ: Um, no, thank you, nothing else to add. 

EA: Sorry, one more question. What do you think about the fact that Robeson is closing? 

TJ: I think it's kind of sad. It puts a really bad damper on the alumni spirits because it's like, Robeson pride. 
We are prideful for our school and it's like a really big deal. And then by them closing, I'm not really excited 
about that because I literally grew up a half a block from the school and so I was able to get everything. The 
football team practice, the baseball team practice, watch the basketball games. When they did the cleanups on 
the school we was able to get some of the little furniture chairs and stuff. It was really nice. And the band, 
we'd listen to the band play every morning.  So we are - we literally, the ladies that grew up on Eggleston are 
literally part of Robeson because Robeson is us. 

7:42   

EA: So it's sad to see that go. What do you hope is in the new school? 

TJ: The new school, I already know what the new school is going to be about. It's going to be about all 
academics. It's going to be equivalent to Lane, Lynn Bloom and Whitney Young. And I do appreciate that for 
the area, but it's sad for the kids that're under performing, but they have to step up their game.  Every child 
deserves to learn. No Child Left Behind. And so I want them to make the school an academic, collegiate 
school, because we need our teenagers to grow and to inspire other teenagers to be better and not doing what 
they currently doing now on the streets. 

EA: Thank you so much.  

TJ: You're welcome. 

Automated Voice: 8:25: Call is now being recorded.  

EA: Great. Did you hear that?  

TJ: Yes. Can you hear me as well?  



EA: And I can hear you. Yes. 

TJ: Okay. Perfect.  

EA: Great. I'm just, I'm gonna plug in ... correct? 

TJ: Yes.  

EA: Okay, great. Okay, so, first of all, what is your name? Can you say it and also spell it? 

8:52   

TJ: Tina, T I N A, last name is Jackson, J A C K S O N. However, when I attended Robeson, my last name 
was Teague - T E A G U E.     

EA: Okay, cool. Um, okay, so let's get started. Thank you so much for taking the time this evening to talk to 
me. I believe I sent you a list of like, the general questions that I was going to ask. So let's start with the first 
one. When did you start attending Robeson? 

9:29   

TJ: I started attending Robeson in August of 1983. It might have been September 5th at that time.  

EA: Okay. And why did you attend Robeson? 

9:45   

TJ: I attended Robeson because that was the closest school in the area where I stayed and I stayed like,  about 
a half a block from the school. That's why I attended Robeson.  

EA: Cool. I'm noticing there's some, like, background noise. Are there other people in the room with you?  

TJ: And I closed the door. I got up and closed the door. It was my husband laughing so I got up and closed 
the bedroom door.  

EA: Okay, cool. Thanks. How long did you attend Robeson and did you graduate from Robeson?  

TJ: Yes, I graduated from Robeson with honors. I attended Robeson for four years. 

10:28   

EA: Cool. So you graduated class of '80... 

TJ: 1987. 

10:34   

EA: '87, cool. Do you remember names of any teachers who had?  

TJ: Yes. I remember Ms. Dase, she was a geometry teacher. I remember Ms. Perkins, she taught math as well. 
I remember Mr. Richards. She was my senior English teacher and Mr. Lucas, my favorite. He was my drafting 
teacher. 



EA: Cool. The first teachers name you mentioned, could you spell that, was it Jace? 

TJ: Was that Ms. Dase? D A S E.  

EA: D A S E. Ah, Dase.  

11:13   

TJ: And Mr. Egleston as well. 

EA: Oh, okay. Oh, I think I remember hearing that name from somebody else. So that's cool. Yeah, we've 
been trying to interview a bunch of alumni and former staff and stuff like that. So it's cool hearing names that 
are coordinating, you know. You mentioned the drafting teacher, what was his name?  

TJ: Lucas, L U C A S. 

11:43   

EA: Okay, cool. What was your experience with teachers and staff? 

TJ: My experience, all of my experience was very warm, inviting. They were very - the teachers there, they 
were basically no nonsense. There wasn't none of that clown activity in class. They did what they said and 
they taught the instruction according to the books that they were giving to us. And also they made sure that 
we were able to learn and gain access to the information to use it in our everyday activities. 

EA: Very cool. 

TJ: They were very strict. Strict in regards to academics and making sure we learned the material that we 
needed to learn and none of the extra activity was taking place in their classes. 

12:38   

EA: Yeah. Were there any teachers that stood out to you, teachers or staff that stood out to you? 

TJ: The teachers that stood out to me the most that I got the most from was Perkins, and Ms. Dase, and Ms. 
Richards. 

EA: And can you describe what - what class was like in each of those three classes? 

13:07   

TJ: Ms. Dase, she was the teacher for geometry. Geometry was - she just made sure it was very intriguing. 
And we had a pretty good mixture of students in our class, we had the jocks with the nerds. So she made sure 
everybody was engaged with each other in regards to making sure we worked on team assignments together. 
That was one of the most important things I remember about geometry. The English teacher, she was very - 
she just remind me of one of those high profile professors. I think she was very well educated, Ms. Richards. 
And she was very stern in her teaching methods and that's one of the things I liked about her and she made 
sure that we were able to use everything she taught us in English class and that displayed in our last term 
paper. 

14:02   



EA: Cool. Do you remember... Oh, there was one more teacher that you said stood out, right? What, um, tell 
me about their class.  

TJ: Maybe this was Mr. Lucas. That was the drafting teacher. I had him for drafting one and drafting two.  
He was very hands on, very interactive, very focused, he was very creative and colorful in regards to the way 
he taught the drafting material, and he made sure that each team, class member, was able to obtain a passing 
grade. 

14:37   

EA: Awesome. Can you tell me about drafting like, I don't even - is that like architectural drafting?  

TJ: Yes, it's about drawing and making sure that - it was basically a baby version of engineering and just 
making sure that everything, all the information that goes into designing a building that we were able to act 
upon those, with his layout. We would make the first steps of any of the buildings that was going to be 
created.  

15:10   

EA: That's pretty cool. That it's interesting, because, you know, so the school is closing and one of the big 
things about what the educational environment in the schools right now is that they, they like don't even have 
the classes, the basic classes, like math class to be able to have kids graduate. And it's interesting when I've 
been talking to alum, all the like, plethora of classes that existed. So for example, drafting, which is a class that 
definitely like you wouldn't really think of today. Swahili, I was looking through an old yearbook, and 
Swahili was a class that was being offered. 

TJ: Oh, wow. 

EA: Right? Like, Swahili, I've only ever seen that in college, and like, only like some colleges offer Swahili, 
you know? It's just interesting to see that that difference. I'm wondering if, could you walk through... Do you 
remember a specific assignment in one of those classes that you felt like really like, challenged you and that 
you really enjoyed? 

16:22   

TJ: For drafting? For drafting, basically the whole class was challenging. You had to be really, really on your 
P's and Q's in that class. But one thing I do love about it is he started from the very basics. So by the time the 
end of the class come everybody's really doing really well. That's one of the things that I really enjoyed about 
it. And just having your math skills and being able to understand the terminology and language, and that 
helps as well. So it's just like a growth process. 

EA: That's very cool. What about, you had mentioned research papers in English? Do you remember a 
particular research paper that you still remember today? 

17:12   

TJ: The research papers, we did, of course they were very detailed. I did a few papers on geography,  I did a 
paper on anatomy and those were like, some of the big papers that we did at the end of the year. Of course, 



she would give us the information at the beginning and then we'd work on it or work step by step and by the 
time spring break came, that was when we were able to type it up and send it in to make requirements for 
graduation. 

EA: That's very cool. Do you happen to have those still? 

TJ: I do not. I do not have anything in relation to high school besides my yearbook, and my, like, diploma 
and ribbons and all that good stuff. 

EA: Sure, sure. Okay, cool. If, um, this is just as an aside. If you wanted to take any, any like phone photos, 
or of pages in your yearbook that you particularly like or that you think are like interesting, and email those to 
me, that would be really cool, because we're trying to make like a, like an archive of of things both, you know, 
text stories and voice stories and you know, pictures from Robeson, so getting yearbooks from each year 
would be really cool. And I know that physically getting a year book but could be hard. But if there are pages 
of the year book that you could snap a picture of incense, that'd be really appreciated.  

18:49   

TJ: I got a - we have a lot of those. We have a Paul Robeson united alumni page, and we always find it. Well I 
found a lot of pictures that I snapped myself and I uploaded, so I can go on there and find them and send 
them to you. 

EA: Great, or yeah, or you could also, if you don't want to go through that trouble you can also feel free to 
send me that link to that page, Facebook page. And then I can go on there too. And get those photos or 
whatever you prefer.  

TJ: Are you on Facebook? 

EA: Yeah, yeah.  

TJ: Okay, if you're on Facebook, under your regular name I'm gonna find you and then I'm going to send 
you a friend request and then I'm going to ask you to that page. 

EA: Perfect. Awesome. Thank you.  

TJ: You're welcome.  

 19:41   

EA: So, um, I want to ask you about your friend group. What did you guys like to do in school and out of 
school? 

TJ: In regards to extracurricular activities? 

EA: Sure. It could be extracurriculars, or it could just be like, you know, friends in school, what would you - 
what would you do? 

20:00   



TJ: The main thing outside of school...Well, you know when they have the parade, the Robeson parade? For 
Homecoming parade?  

EA: Yeah, yeah. 

TJ: That was fun. That was fun. I was on the cheer leading team. So we had to go to Gately Stadium, to other 
schools to cheer, that was fun. When we had the sports banquet, the cheerleaders, we dressed up in pretty 
dresses, and of course all the jocks were there, that was fun as well. And outside of that, we had...let's see. We 
had zero period classes that we could take. But those were mainly for the classes that you want to take up, 
makeup, or take over or take extra classes. So that was a perk. And the fact that I stayed a half a block from 
the school, I was able to hear the Robeson band practice every Saturday morning. And also I was able to - the 
football team and the rest of, like, cheerleaders, they would always be at my house. So there was always 
something going on outside of school as well, at my house. 

EA: That's so cool. Did you -  

TJ: And I also stayed on the block with the famous Carters. There's about six of them, maybe more, and I 
went to school with two of them, I believe -  

21:34   

EA: And those were -  

TJ: Go ahead. 

EA: Those were who? Sorry, you cut out for a bit. Who were they? 

TJ: The Carters, right.  

EA: Oh, yes, the Carters. 

TJ: Right, Isaac Carter, Tyrone Carter, Audrey Carter. They, um, me and Audrey we hung out a great deal 
when were teenagers. And we were neighbors for over 40 years. 

EA: Wow.  

TJ: Yes. 

21:58   

EA: That's cool. Yes, I heard the Carters are almost like, they're like royalty. Like everybody... 

TJ: Yes. They're legendary. I know we know. Yes, they're very, they're very well known. 

EA: Yes. Um, so you were a cheerleader? 

22:16   

TJ: Yeah, yes I was a cheerleader.  

EA: Was there any, yeah, was there any game that you particularly, that you remember specifically because it 
was exciting or because something happened or anything like that? 



TJ: Well, they... Ladies just freezing. At the game, they're just having all of those little tiny skirts on and just 
cheering. Gately, the main homecoming game, those were really nice. At Gately stadium - just the, just the 
whole glamour and glitz of how big the stadium is compared to our school. So that was one of the big deals 
that I really enjoyed. 

EA: Yeah, I bet. What about...what about... Wait, let me take a look back at these notes. Um, what was your 
favorite class? And your favorite extracurricular activity? 

23:19   

TJ: My favorite extracurricular activity, of course, was cheer leading. 

EA: Cool. 

TJ: And my favorite class was drafting. 

EA: Was drafting? 

TJ: Yeah, drafting. 

23:32   

EA: Yeah. And do you think that's because your teacher Mr. Lucas really cared about, like, making sure 
everybody, like, completed something really well? Like why do you think that was your favorite? 

TJ: I think it was more or less excitement and it was different. It wasn't, you wasn't using your mind and then 
- which was totally fine for me because I was an A student, honor roll student, and also I was a year ahead. I 
had stepped up a grade and I was still an honor roll student, so, just doing something different outside of 
academics was just a fun thing for me. 

EA: Ah, I see. I see, so it was a different... It was like a different, using your brain in a different way. You 
weren't doing math or writing papers. You were like, working on angles and stuff like that.  

TJ: Definitely.  

24:26   

EA: That's cool. That's really cool. What, um, can I ask you what you do now? 

TJ: Yes, I am an accountant. Accountant. Chicago Public Schools. 

24:38   

EA: Oh, nice, nice. So what, um, how do you feel like do you feel like Robeson prepared you at all for your 
life post-Robeson? How do you think it's affected your life now? 

TJ: I believe the basics that you receive in class with geometry, it does help you for college is that in turn helps 
you with corporate America. But if you just have to go from Robeson to corporate America, the basics - or 
any job, blue collar - the basics that they give you at Robeson will last you a lifetime. Because when you're 
young and you're a teenager and you're in school, you think, in your mind, that school is like end all be all, 



and that's like everything in the world. But not knowing that there's a whole nother world outside of high 
school. But while you're young, you think that high school is like, everything. 

EA: Yeah.  

TJ: So I think that-  

25:40   

EA: Did you feel that- [cross talk] did you feel that way when you were at-  

TJ: Go ahead.  

EA: Yeah, I'm sorry for cutting you off. Did you feel like that when you were at Robeson, that high school 
was everything? 

TJ: Yes! Yes, school, yes, definitely school, Robeson school, high school was like, everything. It's like 
[inaudible] Going from your freshman year to your senior year was like a big deal. 

EA: Oh, for sure. For sure. Yeah, it's - sometimes it's hard for me to remember. Maybe I've like, tried to block 
it out. I don't know. I didn't have a particularly bad high school but it's just interesting like, um, it is 
interesting to think about how it does feel like it's everything, right? And your group of friends are like, you're 
super tight and you feel like you could never not be super tight with them, you know? 

26:36   

TJ: Yeah, life goes on.  

EA: But then, you know, you graduate. Sorry, what? 

TJ: Life goes on, everybody goes to their own lives.   

EA: Yeah.  

26:44   

TJ: You meet up eventually, I still see them right now today and have the best fun in the entire world with 
them. It's like they make everything all right. But everybody has their own lives as well.  

EA: Yeah, yeah. What, what did life look like for you after you left Robeson? 

TJ: After Robeson - see, this is the thing with me. I, by the time I did the term paper and turned it in in 
spring break... for, by the time we did the term, I did the term, research paper and turned it in for spring 
break, that same spring break weekend, I delivered my daughter. So - 

27:25   

EA: Oh, wow.  

TJ: Yes. So by the time she was eight weeks old, I was graduating or walking across the stage as a 17 year old 
with an eight week old baby.  



27:38   

EA: Wow. 

TJ: So after high school, I went to work at a summer job, at Kennedy-King College, which is right up the 
street, well it was up the street. They moved it to Halsted Street over the last couple years. And after that, I 
started working at McDonald's. I worked there for three years. Started making biscuits in the morning, at five 
o'clock in the morning. And then I worked my way up to swing manager. So that was the beginning of my 
career. 

EA: Cool. When did you decide to become an accountant? 

TJ: I decided to become an accountant when I went back to college at 23. I went back to college and that's 
when I decided to take up accounting. And then, after I finished that, I worked in corporate America for 
over... about 20 years. And then after, two years ago I went back to school to get a masters degree in 
accounting so I can probably have more knowledge in my field so I can get more money as well. So I 
[inaudible] Graduate School of Management with a master's degree in accounting in 2017. 

29:00   

EA: Wow, very cool. 

TJ: Yes, and then I started working at Chicago Public Schools. 

EA: Yeah. What, um, what part of corporate America were you working in? What corporations? 

TJ: I had an array - I worked at Ascension which was the knockoff of Interstate consulting. I worked there. I 
worked at United Insurance, which is in a big unit [inaudible] on Wacker. I worked at, let's see. I worked at 
Northern Trust Bank for 11 years. So those were like the main, the main big ones. And I worked at a lot of 
smaller corporations like, [inaudible].   

29:49   

EA: Cool. Cool. I want to ask you about, what was it like when you found out that you were pregnant your 
senior year? 

TJ: What is was like... well, um.... 

EA: Like, can you [cross talk]  

30:12   

TJ: It started out, I got pregnant in July... 

EA: Can you -  

TJ: Go ahead, what was the question you wanted to ask? 

EA: Oh, well I was gonna say, like, the first day you were in school and you were pregnant. Like, did anything 
feel different? Or was it just like 'well, it's school and I'm pregnant'? You know what I mean? 



30:31   

TJ: Basically, pretty much. That's how it was, and the few of us that was pregnant that year - actually, was 
three of us that I recall, that was all seniors that was pregnant that year, um. It was a lot of, for me it was, um, 
since I was academic, I was focused academically, an honor student. So automatically in my mind, it was just 
school. I'm going to school, I know I have to get my education, I am graduating.  But none of that was like, 
that was always still fresh in my mind. So just like, first day of school, I have a few, do everything I need to 
do. Take all my classes, take my gym and all of that, so it was just, um, is anybody going to see that I'm 
pregnant? Because I was only eight weeks when I started school. So I was still [inaudible] I didn't really start 
showing till I was like, almost six months anyway. Four - between four and five months. That's when the 
front started showing, but it really got out there when I was six months. 

EA: Sure. 

TJ: So I kinda got away with it, a little bit. Still, like, to the very end.  

31:43   

EA: Were you afraid that other students or teachers, that they would, that they would think other than you? I 
mean, here you are like this honors student, were you concerned about what people would think about you 
or...? 

TJ: I wasn't concerned what people thought about me but it was kind of disheartening to hear people say, 
um, you know they had said that pregnancy school, like, down in, close to [inaudible] a lot of students went 
to. I did hear a lot of that, that we all should go down there or they're going to send us down there. Not 
because [inaudible] bad, per se, but just from the students saying that to pregnant girls should go to that 
pregnant school where they have a school for just pregnant girls. They wasn't being mean about it, they just 
kept mentioning it. But in my mind, I wasn't going anywhere. 

EA: Yeah, and you shouldn't have because, clearly, you had all the skills to complete your work. You know? 

TJ: Oh, yeah. I feel that I've worked hard, I worked hard. I turned that paper in, delivered the baby, that's 
when I came back, it's like 'you delivered the baby already?' Yes, and then I had all my credits to graduate. 

32:59   

EA: That's amazing. You are amazing. 

TJ: Thank you.  

EA: Did you read, I think it was in the late 2000's...maybe it was either 2008 or maybe 2011. Um, Robeson 
High School was in a lot of news and like national news, because it had, I think it was like 80% of - or maybe 
80% is too high. But a large population of Robeson High School students were expected parents. Like they 
were either pregnant or they were the father of a child. Um, did you see any of that news? 

33:43   

TJ: I did not but I can go look it up. 



EA: Oh, okay. No, I'm just curious if when you saw it, you had a thought or a reaction to it, but. I don't 
know, hearing that, do you have any reaction? 

TJ: I would say...I would say to have more birth control pills [inaudible] The reason why is because, me 
personally, I would never recommend a teen mom to anyone, ever.  And the reason why - 

EA: Okay. 

TJ: - but I will recommend them to have their kids while they're in their 20's, if they can. Because if you wait 
until you're 35 or 40 or something, the kids is going to get on your nerves because you're gonna be a little 
older and you want to just do you and not one of these babies. Your nerves will be better. But I do 
understand that most people have their kids when they're 35 and 40, but they're established in corporate 
America and they do have nannies and people to help them. But if you're doing it by yourself, it's no fun. 
Now when the, when my, I had my daughter, I got six sisters. All of us was in the house together. So then my 
daughter had plenty people to hold her but when I had my two sons, I had my sons when I was 32 and 34, 
and it was just me and them and their dad. So there wasn't all of that extra help. But they're teenagers now, 
they're about to be almost grown soon so we passed all of that.  

34:49   

EA: That's cool, congratulations.  

TJ: Thank you! Yeah, they're about to be grown. My daughter of course, she's grown, she's been grown, she's 
21, still spoiled as ever. 

EA: Cool. Um, I just looked it up cause I didn't want to tell you the wrong thing. It was 115 out of 800 girls 
and this was in 2009. Yeah. 

TJ: Versus 15? Yeah... see that's a lot. That's way more than it was when I was there. There was maybe 10 of 
us, if that. But you know what, one of the girls the next year after me, when she came into the school she 
already had a baby. Now that was something to look at.  

36:07   

EA: Yeah I bet, yeah. How - I'm gonna switch gears a little bit, how did you get to school? I'm assuming you 
walked? 

TJ: Yes, I walked literally... I walked out of my house, walked not even two minutes and I was at the school. 

EA: Ah, that's so nice.  

TJ: Oh, yeah. 

36:30   

EA: Um, we've already kind of talked about this but what would you say the learning environment was like 
and were there any experiences that were really positive or really negative? 

TJ: The negative - well, are we going to talk about the lunch room and throwing trays or you just want to 
speak for academics? 



EA: Oh! You can talk anything, talk to me about throwing the trays cause I have not heard this. 

TJ: Let's talk about the good stuff first, okay. The academics, the classroom environment, they were very 
welcoming, warm, inviting and we just the information that was displayed or we relayed to us, they made sure 
that we obtained the information and they did give quizzes and tests to make sure we were able to get the 
information that we needed. I definitely - one of the positive things that I loved about all the classes, they 
seemed to follow their strict guidelines and [inaudible] to that. And the one teacher that I had that stood out 
in regards to the flipped side of that scale, his name was Mr. Charns. And I'm quite sure a couple of students 
are going to say the same thing. And he was in the old building and he taught physics. 

37:49   

EA: Okay, so physics teacher. Can you spell his name for me?  

TJ: C H A R N S. That man still gives me chills to this day. 

EA: Can you tell me about one, one experience you had with him?  

TJ: Basically it's just probably his, um, no nonsense teaching methods. He - I can't ever recall him smiling or 
anything. He just taught his work and then that was it. You know how most teachers will, they will, they will 
warm up to you a little bit or get into relationship, personal branding with his students? He didn't do any of 
that. It was "this is my class" - he wasn't mean about it but just know, once you got there, you were just doing 
straight academics and nothing else, so. That was for him. But I thank him for that because we did learn a lot 
and I did get a passing grade. It was just a long walk over there and then once you got there, it was like 
dreaded. But he did do, deliver the messages that he was trying to display in classes, so those... 

39:04   

EA: Yeah. That's, that's interesting that, that the most negative experience you had, oh, I guess this is 
academically, but the most negative experience you had was just that he was very no nonsense, you know? It 
wasn't that he was bad. I think that's pretty good, you know, that the worst thing was... was just like not a fun 
person. 

TJ: Right. And in regards to the lunch room; the football team... I'm not going to say necessarily the football 
team, but since they were like the last ones to walk into the lunch room while we're eating, together, and then 
the fight broke out. I said that you just automatically think it was them. But we would get on the floor, they 
would say, they would let everybody know they're about to throw the trays. So they started saying something 
like what, what, what, then that let us know, girls, cheerleaders, to get under the table and they started 
throwing the trays with the food and all across the cafeteria. And that's happened at least once every few days. 

40:17   

EA: Every few days? 

TJ: That I can recall, at least- 

EA: What? 

TJ: Yes! 



EA: Wha - at least once a week, the football team would go in and throw trays? 

TJ: Yes, I don't know, yes I don't know if it was a football team who was throwing the trays, but once the 
football team came in there, if you walked passed, jocks, walked in [inaudible], you know how it be when 
their jackets -  

EA: Yeah.  

TJ: - and then the cheerleaders, they would start saying what, not cheerleaders would say, but just you can 
hear them echoing it means, means the fight is about to break out.  Get under the table, then that's when the 
trays would start flying with food and everything. You get up and it's a mess in there. People grabbing burgers 
and eating them, it's just...mayhem. 

41:13   

EA: Do you know why that happened? 

TJ: Um, no. I do not know why it happened and it was kinda fun while it was going on. Just to hear them say 
what and you get under the table and then you get up and it’s a mess. I feel bad for the cleaning crew.  

EA: Yeah, do you know, did that happen all four years that you were there? 

TJ: Yes. Food fights happened a lot. And in coming into the school on snow days? You might as well forget it 
cause everybody gonna get dumped in the snow coming up the school. Everybody. 

41:59   

EA: So you'd get snow, snow balls thrown at you? 

TJ: Um, not necessarily.  

EA: No, what, sorry I missed it.  

TJ: You get dumped in the snow, like face first dumped, total, whole body, flat line, clothes lined in the 
snow. 

42:17   

EA: Somebody did that you? 

TJ: Yes, that's what everybody got done like that cause you walk up to the - by a boy - you walk to the  school 
cause the walkway's so long, walking up into Robeson.  And on snow, on those days, no one wants to walk up 
there. So it's like this big [inaudible] at the time, there was this big, grass area, like in the middle and then two 
paths on the end, in a like a big triangle. This is just walking up to the school. And then would take that 
middle part right there, and as we're walking past you get clothes lined, and you gotta go face first into the 
snow.   

42:56   

EA: Who clothes lined you? 



TJ: Um, it was several guys that was, in our class, our classmates and the same thing happened in the pool. 
You get dumped in the pool. Girls get dumped in the pool.  

EA: Wow. They'd push you in the pool. 

TJ: You get picked up and you get dumped. No, we were all in the pool together. And you get picked up and 
you get dumped in the pool.   

43:17   

EA: Okay. Wow. So like, so like shenanigans. This is all like, yeah, high school shenanigans, but just like 
constantly. Wow, did that make it hard to study and focus? 

TJ: No, that's the fun part about it. 

EA: Yeah, I mean, I guess as you're telling it to me now, it sounds like it was fun. You talking about the food 
fight. That sounds like - I mean, it seems like you're looking back on it fondly, which means it can't have 
been that bad. 

TJ: No, it wasn't bad. There was nothing that happened that was like, uh, only dreaded thing was that 
walking to that old building and have to just sit in that class with Mr. Charns. 

EA: Ah, yeah.  

44:09   

Yes, that was basically it. But everything else was pretty okay. Everything else was just business as usual, I 
guess because I love school. And that's probably why everything was just like so fun about being so close to 
the school. And we had so many fun activities with some football players, cheerleaders, listening to the band. 
So everything just was like a good experience for us. And then I have six sisters. So their friends was over. And 
there was always something going on. I had sisters who were cheerleaders, I had sisters on pompom, I had 
sisters on the pep squad. So there was always something happening.  

EA: That's very cool. How do you feel about Robeson closing? 

TJ: It's bad, but I understand. It's for demographics. And the for the area, and its for - be better for the 
students, be better for the environment. The enrollment rate is low right now. They do not have a good 
quality of students going there because of the Englewood area's low poverty. It was low poverty then but it 
seems  like back then in the 80's and the 90's the parents cared and now it seems as though the parents do not 
care and good luck if they even ask or make the kids go to school. And nowadays, the kid are controlling the 
parents and running the household and the parents are basically trying to live their own lives cause they're a 
young parent as well. I was a young parents but my daughter didn't control me. I made all the decisions. She 
is a college graduate. I made all the decisions for her and she got old enough to make her decisions, she made 
them wisely. So it's like - um, I don't feel sad because it's closing. I feel sad about the memories from it but 
my alumni promises that we will live on. 

46:18   

EA: Hm, yeah.  



TJ: That Robeson will have fun events, everything that - the school is closing but we still gonna have our 
picnics, we're still gonna have our tailgates and that's really important for us. 

EA: Yeah. What do you want to see in the new school? 

TJ: I would like to see, I would like to see some of the things that we talk about. The different, um, I would 
like to see drafting back, I would like to see just a safe environment for the kids where they could, where they 
can grow and learn and be productive citizens of the Englewood area. I would like to see a STEM program 
inside the school. 

47:09   

EA: Did you say stem?   

TJ: Stem... 

EA: Stem, like S T E M?  

TJ:  Yes.  

EA: Okay. Yeah. Continue.  

TJ: I would like to see that inside the school. I would like to see the classes where as, it's more focused and 
based on teaching the kids to learn and grow outside of high school to help them be ready for college coming 
in as freshmen. So they won't have to, just worry so much or not being able to get into the colleges. I want, I 
want the school to become, um, I want the students to become the school instead of the school becoming the 
students, or the neighborhood. I don't want it to be impoverished, and fighting and low rate and low term. 
But what I think they're gonna do is they're going to take the top students and put them in the school. I 
don't think that the students that's not, the low performing students, I don't think they're even going to be in 
Robeson. So that's going, not Robeson but the new school.  

48:07   

EA: The new school, yeah.  

TJ: Yes, that's going to be an excellent thing for the neighborhood, for the demographics, for everything. And 
then it's going to be [inaudible] first class, there's going to be a lot of college graduates cause that's coming 
out of that first class alone, because all the money that's being into the school, they're going to make sure that 
the kids with the top scores is going to be in the school and which is going to be excellent. 

EA: So the idea being, it's a neighborhood, it's the neighborhood school, but kids with high test scores in the 
in the neighborhood will stay at the new school instead of leaving Englewood. Is that what you're saying? 

48:57   

TJ: Definitely. You know how, when, like me and my sisters went or all the kids on the block went. Most of 
all the kids on the block went to the school. We stayed a half a block from the school. Everybody on the block 
went to the school so everybody got in. That was back then. Now, it's not going to be like that. It's gonna be 
like, based on academic score. 



EA: Oh, so what you're saying is you think it's gonna - you think it's going to be selective enrollment, where 
sort of like Peyton or Whitney Young. Right?  

TJ: Definitely. Lane Tech. Definitely.  

EA: Okay, okay. And, but you're saying that would be a good thing. 

TJ: I think that'll be a good thing.  

EA: Okay. A lot of -  

TJ: And the reason why it's not going to alienate the students that have low scores, what it's going to do is 
motivate them. Motivate them to do what they need to do to get into the school because the thing is, the kids 
nowadays, they're not going to learn and grow unless someone is motivating them, pushing them. The kids, 
they're like a, I wouldn't say crabs in a barrel but the crabs in a barrel syndrome, where all the crabs are in a 
barrel together, they're learning and growing together. You're only as good as the people that's around you. If 
you're around the people that's not want to grow and learn and want, they stand on the street corners, their 
pants sagging and all of that.  That's what you're going to want to do because you think that that's right, and 
you're conforming to your environment. But if you're around scholars, guess what? You're going to want to 
be around scholars and grow and learn as scholars grow and learn. That's my take on it.  

50:46   

EA: Yep, yep. And that's, I mean, literature - Yep, go ahead. 

TJ: And I love the low performing students dearly, and I want them to do well. And I would help them do 
whatever I need to do if I was the educator, but you have to be proactive, you have to want it, you have to go 
after it. That's the way life is going to be. Life is not going to say, 'oh, we're just going to be low performers 
and we're just gonna lead our life as low performers', no, we're going to learn and grow and so we cannot be 
low performers so we could get into this school, so we can get high test scores.  

51:20   

EA: Yeah, yeah, that's that's actually, that's interesting. Nobody I've talked to has had that perspective on it. 
But it is true that kids, you know, they want to conform to groups. And so if the group that they're 
surrounded by is one that just goes with status quo and isn't trying to achieve anything greater, then, you 
know, that's what they'll probably try and do is just go status quo. That's a very interesting take. I know a lot 
of people I've talked to in the neighborhood are worried it's going to be selective enrollment and the whole 
purpose being so that Englewood will become a gentrified neighborhood and people, you know, from not, 
who don't live in Englewood right now, like wealthier people will move in now that there's a selective 
enrollment school that their kids could go to. And people are afraid that current Englewood students, like, 
won't be able to go to that, to this new school, and they'll have to leave and go to other schools or other 
neighborhoods or further into the - or further, like, into the suburbs where a lot of Englewood residents have 
already moved to in the past like decade. So... but I mean, the whole thing is we have no idea what's going to 
happen, right? Like it's, it's kind of scary and exciting at the same time. Yeah. 

52:50   



TJ: I'm laughing because everything you're saying is true. And I agree, but I'm not... Either way, if the 
gentrification happens, it happens. If it doesn't, it doesn't. Because I've lived in Englewood. I've lived in 
surrounding areas of Englewood. I've...basically. So we're in the ghetto, as they say, or the outskirts of the 
ghetto. So I've seen it. I grew up in it. So none of that, none of that doesn't bother me. I do want to see 
change. I do want to see, um, be able to walk down the streets safely. Up north, you have little or   no crime 
rate. I do want to the kids to be able to go outside and play, ride their bikes freely without being shot at or 
shot up. I do want them to be free. But right now, today in the Englewood area and where Robeson is now, I 
wouldn't want to raise a teen son there. Nowhere in Chicago. Not even where we're at. You have to be very 
cautious. I have two honor roll students. They hang with honor roll students. So it's like whatever you want, 
what do you want? Like what what do each individual person want? If gentrification happens, be ready to roll 
with gentrification. If it doesn't happen, you have to still conform to whatever's going on. What do you want, 
basically.   

EA: Yeah, yeah, that's true. That's true. Adaptability. Yeah. Um, last question. What's one of your most 
striking memories of Robeson? 

TJ: My most striking memories of Robeson and the most fun of all time, and everybody would say the same 
thing. And that is Mr. Bonner. 

54:53   

EA: Okay, so who was he, what did he -  

TJ: Mr. Bonner was, he was a legend at the school. And he was like a father to all. That's what Mr. Bonner 
was. And we miss him dearly, and the staff misses him dearly.  And he was the person that understood. He 
was like the, disciplinarian, he was the principal, but he was mainly like, the father. He understood. He 
connected with everyone. 

EA: Cool. What, can you spell his name?  

TJ: B O N N E R.  

55:42   

EA: Okay. And he, you're saying he was the principal?  

TJ: I believe he was the principal, I believe he was. 

EA: Ah, okay. Oh, I think I see.  

TJ: He wasn't, he was the disciplinarian, but I know he did a lot with the guys. He helped them out a great 
deal. And all the guys raved about him. The ladies, the girls, they were big fans of his. You saw Mr. Bonner, 
you know something exciting was about to happen. And he made sure that we knew that he loved us and we 
were going to do what we're supposed to do as well, and I really appreciate that from  him. He made sure the 
guys did what they were supposed to do and they were in line. There wasn't none of that horse playing, 
dumping kids in the snow, dumping kids in the pool, wasn't none of that going around when Mr. Bonner 
was around. Because he'd send you right to detention.  Glass house detention. Ask everybody, anybody about 
that. They still have chills from that room.  



EA: Glass house detention? 

TJ: Yes, it was in the middle of the - 

EA: Explain that.  

56:48   

TJ: Glass house detention is in the middle of the school. So when you're in detention and you get in trouble, 
guess what. Everybody can see you in detention. So it was like a humiliation type deal.  

EA: Ah, okay.  

TJ: They laugh about it, it's like you would go into the glass house for detention and then Mr. Bonner, or 
Mr. Bonner would see you there for getting in trouble. 

EA: Ah, cool, cool. Cool. Well, those are all the questions I have. It's been a pleasure talking to you. 

57:23   

TJ: And well, I will send you that information, I'm going to find you on Facebook. If I don't, I'll send you a 
message asking you where are you. And then also, I'm going to be put you in our group page and you can get 
all the pictures you want out of there. It's a lot and if I have any more questions I'll definitely reach out. It's 
been a pleasure, it's been definitely a pleasure speaking with you. 

EA: Perfect. Yes. Likewise for me, and definitely, yeah, if anything comes up or you talk with any, you know, 
alumni friends, and you tell them about this and they're interested, feel free to get in touch with me anytime. 

TJ: I will. I'll have to reach out and I appreciate you and have a good - oh, question. You work with South 
Side Weekly, correct? 

EA: Yes.  

TJ: And you are like a journal, and editor or journalist, or?   

EA: Yeah, so I'm the radio executive producer. Slash editor, yeah.  

TJ: Okay. What are you planning on doing that all this information that we give you? 

EA: So we're doing a bunch of interviews, and we're basically just trying to make a piece, a radio piece, that's 
taking our listeners through Robeson High School, the past 40 years. So from '77, when it opened to now.  

TJ: Okay, perfect.  

EA: Yes, and so, and incorporating like, as many of these narratives, so we've been doing all these interviews 
with, like, also reporting on sort of, like how did we get to this point where it's closing and like, what happens 
after this, right.  

59:03   

TJ: Okay.  



EA: Yeah. 

TJ: Well thank you so, so much and have a good rest of the night. 

EA: Great. Thank you so much, you too.   

TJ: Okay, bye. 

EA: Bye. 


