
Shirley (Class of 1985) and Cameron (Class of 2021) Harris, interviewed by Erisa Apantaku. 
 
Erisa Apantaku (EA): Okay. So, um, first could you, um, say your name and spell it for the record? 
 
Shirley Harris (SH): Shirley Harris, S H I R L E Y. Harris. H A R R I S. Comma Harris. 
 
Cameron Harris (CH): C A M E R O N. Harris. H. A. R. I. S. 
 
EA: Okay. So two RS or one r? (Cameron: Two) Okay. So, um, first I'm sorry again, this is a new 
kind of interview for me cause I have two people who both went to Robeson going to her. Okay. So 
I guess first, um, Shirley if you could tell us when you graduated from Robeson. 
 
SH: I graduated in 1985. 
 
EA: and Cameron, and then what, what's your situation at Robeson? 
 
SH: He's a freshman. 
 
EA: Cool. So I guess I'd like to start hearing about cameras experience this year and then we can go 
talk with Shirley about, um, her time there. So Cameron, when did you start attending Robeson? 
 
1:25 
 
CH: I believe in the middle of October. Okay. 
 
EA: And so October, 2017, right. Why did you attend Robeson? 
 
CH: Oh. Because I felt that it was good for me. Um, I think I’m um enjoying myself now.  
 
EA: Did I hear earlier that Cameron would explain why he chose Robeson?  
 
SH: Well, some of the coaches, they were coaching the football team there, and he was familiar with 
them from, you know, playing football or things like that. They're all actually students I went to 
school with, I know a few of their names, can you name them. And he just really wanted to go 
because he said I went there, and they were there when I was there. 
 
CH: Coach Miller. Um, Mr. TY, Fabry Collins…Fab.  
 
2:26 
 
EA: Yeah. We, we've actually interviewed Fab twice for this. Okay. He seems like a really awesome 
guy. Can you talk a little bit about him as a coach? 
CH: Oh, um, I, my first day there, um, he like, he like pushed me to do better because I was on, I 
was the only freshman to play varsity football, so he told me, um, toughen up. I'm going to be ready, 
be ready to pay varsity. 
 
EA: What is like, what do you think he meant by toughen up? Like be prepared? 
 



SH: Well, education wise.  
 
EA: In what way? 
 
3:19 
 
CH: Well, because I'm a freshman, like he told me, you gotta be ready for what you waiting on.  
 
EA: Yeah, it's scary to play sports at a varsity level as a freshman. Um, what about, can you, um, talk 
to me about, um, you said that you knew the coaches from before. Can you explain where you had 
met them before? 
 
CH: Um, when I was in grammar school, I, like three years ago, I played for Little League, Robeson 
Little League, and I was on the football team and my other, my big brother was a coach there for 
the, um, Titans, Robeson Titans. So he had told me, um, that he, he asked me, “do [I] feel 
comfortable where you at” and all that. And I'm like, yeah, so he said, you should go to Robeson, 
where you feel comfortable at.  
 
EA: Comfortable as in you knew the coaches, you knew some of the other players you'd be playing 
with. 
 
CH: Yes. 
 
EA: And so how has this year been your freshman year? Has it been easy or hard? Has it been fun? 
Challenging? 
 
CH: Challenging. 
 
EA: In what way? Like academically? 
 
SH: Yeah, boy, he started out pretty good and I noticed once they made a decision that the school 
definitely will be closing. You know, cause he really looked forward to going there and then right 
after they made that decision, I noticed it was a change in the behavior. Uh, he was still going, but 
not the excitement that he had before. I mean, if you, if you're going to be there for four years to 
complete it, that's a different feeling. But to know I'm here in, it's going to be over with just as soon 
as it started. I noticed the difference in everything. Grades, everything. 
 
5:29 
 
 
EA: Oh, okay. So like I said, what, um, what position do you play that Robeson? 
 
CH: I play tight end, and outside linebacker.  
 
EA: Cool. So I know you've only been there a year, but I want to know if there are any staff or 
teachers that really stand out to you as being important. 
 



CH: All of them, to me.  Mr. TJ stand out to me, Mr. O'Brien cause he, he playful but he, he is, he 
playful but he would get on you to do your reading. The staff. Um, Coach Miller. Coach Murat, and 
coach….that’s it. That’s it.  
 
EA: Can you tell me what does, um, what does Mr. O’Brien teach? (Cameron: He teach physics.) 
And is there like a particular assignment you remember learning from him?  
 
6:56 
 
CH: Yeah, we learned about, we did a circle about…Black History Month, like what happened back 
then and what happened now. 
 
EA: What do you remember from that circle? 
 
CH: I remember….I forget what I said.  
 
EA: Do you remember what someone else said? It's okay if not. 
 
CH: Oh no, I forget. I don’t remember.  
 
EA: Cool. What about Mr. Miller? What, what's special about Mr. Miller? 
 
CH: Oh he was like, he was like an uncle to me. He, he'd take care of you when I'm at school. Make 
sure I'm straight. He asked me if he need, if I need something, talk to him. I could talk to him. 
 
EA: Have you ever had to go to him for, you know, moral support or anything or inspiration? 
Encouragement? 
 
CH: Um, no.  
 
EA: Okay. I think that would be my alumni. That encourages you to do better. You remember? 
Who was that. Up front,  as soon as you come through the doors, 
 
CH: Tyrone. Yeah Tyrone  would get boys to do better too.  
 
8:58 
 
EA: So Tyrone is at the front door everyday when you walk in? What does he say to you?  
 
CH: He’ll say, what’s up, what’s up kid. And I’ll say, what’s up TY.    And he’ll collect our phones 
and stuff. And he’ll be like, have a nice day today.  
 
SH: Sometimes he’ll remind him that he knows me, me and my sisters. You know, I have six 
younger sisters, so sometimes he would remind, people come and tell me that. That was funny to 
me.  
 
EA: Um, what about, can you describe your group of friends? 
 



CH: Um, they playful. Um, trustworthy. Athletic. Smart.  
 
EA: What are their names? 
 
CH: Um, I got two friends from my other school, their names…One named Benny. Other one 
named Kea (sic).  And then one friend I met before I went to Robeson, but he went to Parkway. His 
name Keshawn. And I have friend that I met just going, oh wait. I had two friends that I met. I had 
a friend up at Hamilton, I knew him before I went there.  
 
10:58 
 
SH: He had the friend that didn't get to go there at all. 
 
CH: [inaudible] 
 
SH: Another reason he was gonna want to go to Robeson. Who was going to go to Robeson with 
you? 
 
CH: Oh, my friend named Bruce. Yeah, 
 
EA: But why didn't Bruce go to Robeson? 
 
CH: He got killed.  
 
SH: Gunfire. He got killed very close, right down on 75th Street, just going home, walking some 
other kids home. So he didn’t get to go, you know, because of that.  
 
EA: I'm sorry.  
 
CH: All right. I got one friend, his name Demaar. Um another friend named Koreo. Um, Corey, 
Eric, Jabari. Um, Jamar…another Keshawn.  
 
12:19 
 
EA: Are they all freshmen with you?  
 
CH: Yes.  
 
EA: Are they also on the football team or the basketball team with you?  
 
CH: Yes. 
 
EA: Cool. So no girl friends, 
 
SH: No girl friends at Robeson.  
 
CH: I do got girl friends. They’re names Janaya, Jada…Erica… Sabrina.   
 



EA: Cool. That's okay. I feel like that's almost probably like the whole freshmen class. Right? Would 
you, would you say that the class is pretty close since there's so few of you? 
 
CH: Yeah.  
 
EA: What about um, what sorts of activities do you do in school and out of school? Like with your 
friends? 
 
CH: We got a job, at school, we help train dogs. Mondays and Wednesdays, we help train dogs.  
 
EA: To do what?  
 
CH: They already trained, we just help them. The people just teaching us what to do, we just 
helping, like group of dogs chasing you, when you see them walking up, you know what to do.   
 
14:24 
 
EA: Um, so you, you have that job after school on Mondays and Wednesdays as the thing that you 
do with friends. What else do you like to do with friends? 
 
CH: Um, play basketball. Go outside.  
 
EA: Um, how do you get to school?  
 
CH: Sometimes I'll walk if I’m at my aunt’s house, sometimes get on the bus. 
 
SH: Yeah, we were like right around the corner on 67th on Racquet and Pregnio, when he first 
started going there. That was back in October and we just left there, in, was it February I believe? 
And so they would stay at my daughter's, she's very close on 63rd in Pregnio, so that's why he was 
able to walk. But from here, of course, he’s taking the bus.  
 
EA: May I ask why you moved? 
 
SH: We needed space. We needed more space. 
 
15:28 
 
EA: Um, can you describe the learning environment at Robeson? Like what's a particularly positive 
learning experience you've had while you were there? 
 
CH: Because like, in grammar school, and I ain’t like to do math. I’m not a math person. But…I’m 
getting good at it. Because I know math, but I just like, don’t like it.   
 
SH: So that's positive that you're getting help that you need there. 
 
CH: Who's helping you with math? 
 
CH: My teacher, math teacher. Her name is Ms. K, her real name Ms. Khan, we just call her Ms. K.  



 
EA: What about, are there any negative learning experiences where you felt like you weren't getting 
what you needed and weren't able to learn what you wanted to learn? 
 
CH: No. 
 
EA: Would you say, something I’ve um, I’ve spoken to teachers at Robeson and he's mentioned that 
sometimes students will just be talking during class. He's trying to give a lesson and students are just 
talking to each other about stuff that is not the lesson. Does that happen in your classes? Does that 
happen in math class? 
 
CH: Sometimes. 
 
EA: Does it happen in Mr. O’Brien’s class? 
 
CH: Yeah. 
 
EA: Is it easy or hard to learn when that's happening? 
 
CH: It’s easy for me.  
 
EA: You were able to tune out the other students? 
 
CH: Yeah. 
 
EA: I want to shift over to Shirley and ask, briefly, your sister mentioned to me that when she was at 
Robeson there would be like food fights all the time. Do you remember that? 
 
SH: I probably went in Robeson’s lunch room, probably once, I will tell you, they did do it, I heard 
about it all the time. I never was there when it happened, but it was quite often. 
 
EA: Why did you not go into the lunch room? 
 
SH: We had open campus back then. That was the great thing about it. So I was always going home 
for lunch all the time.  
 
EA: So you avoided the disruption of the food friends. What about, she also told me when it was 
snowing, people would, boys would stand outside the front door and dump everybody into the 
snowdrift. 
 
SH: It was kind of playful, uh, Rambo, I can't remember his real name, but Rambo, he's a football 
player. I know, definitely him and I talked to another one, JB and I asked him was he a part of it,  
because I can't quite remember who all participated, but it was more or less coming from Parker 
because we had classes in the other building, over to Robeson and high snow, and they would throw 
us over, you know, it was mostly like the football players, and I don't know if they did it to 
everybody, but a friend of mine’s brother was a football player, so we kind of knew all of them. It 
was more or less just something playful. 
 



19:18 
 
EA: Would you say it was, Um, I guess I see those two kinds of experiences as somewhat similar in 
terms of like, it's a little different because it wasn't in a classroom. Right. You know, it's not like 
people were dumping you in the snow in the middle of your math class, but sort of like disruptions 
to the learning environment. Did you ever feel like--  
 
SH: I never felt like that. Never, yeah. Because we always got from A to B efficiently, quickly. We 
just did. It never, you know, stopped me from getting where I was going. It was more or less like I 
said, playful, if we got over there they would’ve helped us out eventually, but it never, you know, got 
in the way of that. And it wasn't happening every day, you know? I think every day might be a 
problem. “Okay. I'm getting tired.” You know, 
 
EA: I think the food fights, though, were like, I don't know. Tina described it like it sounded like 
they were happening at least once a week.  
 
20:16 
 
SH: It was, it was, it was quite a bit at Robeson. I remember it all the time. .I mean, I left in ‘85 
[inaudible] ‘87, so I do remember, those years, I would hear about it. I think again, that's more 
playful type of things and I don' t know. Um, I think for us as teenagers, them as teenagers, then, it 
was more playful for them. I don't know if anyone ever got hurt or anything like that. 
 
EA: What do you think about when you hear Cam describe his classes and how people are talking.  
 
SH: It’s the norm. Same thing as where I was it. And some teachers had more structure, and some 
teachers had no structure, you know, no control of the class and so, more or less, you're going to get 
an easy F. Those that don't want to listen, don’t want to participate. And more or less with the class 
that’s more structured, the teacher’s gonna get better control, you know, you're going to work for 
what, you know, we're here for, or you're going to be expelled out of the class, asked to leave.  
 
EA: So sort of like the, the kids that didn't want to participate, didn't want to listen, were just talking 
to each other. Some teachers would just be like, well then you will get an F.   
 
SH: That’s what you would do. Some people would, some teachers would tolerate it. Um, a lot of 
teachers did not. It was very few that tolerated that behavior back then, as I recall. But the ones that 
required the attention, I mean they required that with everything you did, your work, your, um, your 
lessons, your homework, your participation in class. It was just expected. Some, aren’t gonna help 
you. If you want to get an f, that's what you're going to get, and they’re not even going to try. I 
mean, I can remember some being reprimanded in particular classes, I can only remember one like 
that. (Interviewer:  So can you describe it?) It was terrible. Um, I can't remember if the man's name 
was Mr. Walcot. I'm not sure. But it was a teacher. They had been there for years and when I came 
to Robeson, it was a lot of people taking this class, it was supposedly easy. and when I got in, I 
found out the “easy” was to sit there, be disrespectful, not come to class, not do your work. Some 
people would pass, you know, according on how much work they did. Some people would just fail, 
but those that can come in and do a little to no work, that's what they did. I know I was there and 
I'm pretty sure I've got a pretty good grade. I can't remember if it was A, B or whatever, but there 
were a lot of kids that failed that class. And I do remember it being a big thing within the school. 



You know, the parents are coming in and you know, if you're failing, why wasn't this handle before? 
Why didn't I know about that? Because it was just easy. He just, honestly, I kind of, when I look 
back on it, you know, as an adult, I feel like that was the end because I don't, I don't remember 
seeing him after my first and maybe second year there. So I believe for him, this is the end of what 
I'm doing is I'm not going to give any more. I believe he had been there for awhile. 
 
23:42 
 
EA: I see. So he kinda just coasted through his job. And so the students that could also just coast, 
they did. Do you remember what the, what the course was? 
 
SH: Was it world geography? I believe it was a geography class. I'm pretty sure of that. I'm pretty 
sure of that. 
 
EA: Cool. Um, jumping back to Cameron, can you describe your Robeson experience in five words? 
 
CH: Joyful, thankful, happy, energetic, and educated.  
 
EA: How do you feel about the fact that Robeson is closing? 
 
CH: I feel…it’s doing too much.  
 
SH: It's slang word, Huh? 
 
CH: Hmm. Is, is like, it's like, it's like doing a little too much. 
 
25:08 
 
SH: Are you saying it’s not needed for them to close? Because I don't think he understands it, why 
they have to close.  
 
EA: What’s your understanding of it? Why do you think Robeson is closing?  
 
CH: Because it’s not, the amount of students, enough, that a regular school should have.  
 
SH: That would be low enrollment. Right.  
 
EA: Do you think that it should close because of low enrollment? 
 
CH: No. 
 
EA: What do you wish CPS would do about Robeson High School?  
 
CH: Well, right now? I don’t wish nothing. It is what it is.  
 
SH: No, you don't feel there's nothing at this point that can be done. 
 
CH: (Inaudible)  



 
SH: Cause also I believe, I don't know if you know, but I read more about it. Insane. Uh, some new 
stories and things about it. I thought also the structure of the building, well it just would cost too 
much to repair and it's easier to rebuild, and they would build the school back up and bring more 
students in because it’s a new setting.  
 
EA: Do you agree with that Cameron? 
 
CH: Yes.  
 
SH: Cause you're in a building all the time. I, I really haven't walked through all the halls as I did 
back in the day. And I know you probably did see some things that made need repair in there. Inside 
and out because I've told them it's totally different from when we were there. 
 
26:57 
 
EA: In what way? 
 
SH: The track is gone. I mean, even before they were doing this remodeling, we used to, you know, 
have gym. Again, we shared space with Parker and I think some of the gym teachers were in 
Robeson and some were in Parker. So I remember running around the track for gym and things like 
that. We even played tennis over there on the other side on, I don't know if you know that over on 
the corner of 69th and Normal. No. Yeah, it was right there. They don't, they stopped that long ago. 
Yeah, it's totally different now. 
 
EA: Um, do you remember when you first heard that Robeson was for sure going to close? Do you 
remember when that was? 
 
CH: January… around January.  
 
28:07 
 
EA: Yeah. And I think the plan came through in December, but then there were the community 
meetings in January and then it was like a, for sure CPS voted it's going to happen in February. But 
do you remember when you, when you first heard that and you heard, okay, the school is going to 
close. What, what were you thinking when you heard that? 
 
CH: What’s my next choice?  
 
EA: Were you at school when you heard? Who told you, were other students telling you? Or 
teachers? 
 
CH: Staff walked in with the papers, and gave it to our teacher, and then we read it aloud.  
 
EA: That actually makes me want to, are you okay? Yeah. Okay. That makes me curious about the 
transition plan. I think I read those same papers that you were handed where CPS was explaining 
why they were doing the closing and what the plan was and also saying that they would, um, do like 
one on one counseling with each student to figure out where they could go. Right. And they were 



devoting a decent amount of money to being able to make sure that students could transition to 
their next school. Can you tell me what that process was for you? Like did, did um, any staff at 
Robeson reach out to you and say, Hey, let's have a meeting where we can talk about where you can 
go. Who was that? 
 
29:43 
 
CH: Coach Miller. He asked me if I wanted to go to Dunbar because that’s where he ended up 
going.  
 
EA: Was it like one conversation you had with coach Miller or was that a couple of conversations?  
 
CH: One. 
 
EA: So talk to me about that conversation. What happened?  
 
CH: I was walking in the hallway and he, he pulled me aside and he asked me, he asked me was I 
interested in going to Dunbar High School. And I was like no, that’s all the way over there. And he 
was like, well what school is you at (inaudible). And then I told him. And he was like, okay cool. 
 
EA: That was the whole conversation? (Cameron: Yeah) Between class?  
 
30:46 
 
EA: So when you said Hyde Park Academy was, did you think he was disappointed or was he okay 
with it?  
 
CH: He was okay. 
 
EA: Did anybody else from school reach out, maybe to you, Shirley? 
 
SH: I would get phone calls and things like that. A lot of emails.  And I was pretty much aware of 
everything going on from the Robeson alumni page. Many of the meetings I didn't get to go to 
because of work schedule, but the alumni, I mean they kept us pretty much, Tyrone Carter, 
(inaudible)…and other people that have participated in the meetings. I've seen news stories, news 
articles and things like that and information the school was saying, you know, it was kind of like if 
not every month, if it was often, to keep us in tune to what was going on. 
 
31:44 
 
EA: And those emails were sent to you saying you know Robeson is closing, do you have those? 
 
SH: Actually, I’m not sure. I don't believe so. I have to check and see cause I deleted a lot. But 
pretty much it was emails giving me information of where they were having their meetings and 
things like that. It was one letter I remember getting in particular that stated they would help the 
children transition, talk to us about bus fare and things like that because a lot of kids live, you know, 
over by Robeson so they’re walking distance. Uh, if that was a concern. Uh, just pretty much giving 
us the opportunity to come in. But with my son I know, you know, just as, I wanted him to go to 



another school because that’s what he chose at first, but then it turned into Robeson. So I just know 
it’s ultimately going to be his choice. I just feel that would be much better for him. And this is much 
easier. We’re very close to Hyde Park now.  
 
EA: Why did you choose Hyde Park? 
 
CH: Cause Hyde Park was one of my choices in every grade. My cousin, he graduated from there. 
He told me it was a good school. Yes, it probably would be good for me too.  
 
EA: When did your cousin graduate?  
 
CH: 2015.  
 
SH: He’s in college now. Keemani Harris. He played sports at Hyde Park and things like that and he 
knows how much they love sports, and um, he's in college now. So. He did really good there.  
 
EA: I guess I'm just curious like what, so you've got all these, you got emails kind of explaining like 
we have these meetings coming up. But they were like meetings that everybody could attend to get 
information. Was there ever any meetings set up where it was just you and Cameron and one 
administrator?  
 
33:53 
 
SH: We’ve had the opportunity, I didn't take the opportunity again, work schedule didn't allow it, 
but we've had the opportunity and I've talked to Cameron, you know, I always talk to him about the 
wants. Uh, what he thinks he needs, what he would be comfortable with. And I would get those 
choices from him and I was okay with that.  
 
EA: Cool. Very cool. I’ll take another look at my questions. Okay. We've talked about what do you 
plan to do next year. Um, what do you think? Well, how do you feel, how do you feel about the fact, 
like you heard Robeson is closing and that feels bad because you know, you can't graduate from 
Robeson and you'd chosen Robeson for a specific purpose. Your mom graduated from there. Your 
friends are going there, your coaches. Um, how did you feel when you also learned that, like, you 
could never go to the new school, so even if the new school opened when you were a junior, you 
would have to stay at Hyde Park Academy. 
 
CH: Um, I was confused. That's why when I heard it would close, uh, I started to think, I'm like, oh, 
okay, so I’ll go to the new school then. And then they told us we couldn’t go to the new school.  
Only open for freshmen.  
 
EA: Why do you think they are only letting Freshmen go?  
 
CH: Start a whole new school year as freshmen, and then it’ll be freshmen and sophomores, 
sophomores and juniors…probably more organized like that.  
 
SH: Shirley, what about you? When you heard?  
 



SH: I didn't like it. I felt um, children in Englewood that were participating in Robeson were being 
left out, singled out, lower economical area, you know, um, low income area, I'm saying, for most, 
that the requirements when the new school opened may be set higher. I don't know if that's true or 
not, but that's how I was feeling that it's going to be a different type of setting in, and we, I won't 
know until it opens in and we see all the children in the neighborhood is going to be allowed to 
come there. I'm just thinking there's going to be a whole new type of setting, back to what 
remember when I said back in, Hyde Park and Lindblom, I said back in the late seventies, early 80s. 
That's what I was feeling, and I mean to exclude them, but then being the mature dog, I'm thinking, 
okay, they just wanted a fresh start and that would be good also. But I'm hoping again that the 
children in Englewood and in that area would be given first choice to come in at that school without 
the standards being put too high for them. That was my worry. 
 
EA: Do you think though, I mean I, I've heard people say fresh start again and again, but doesn't 
that kind of treat all the current high school age students as if they are not fresh, as if they are not 
deserving?  
 
SH: Well, when I say fresh start I’m thinking freshmen. Um, I believe it can be a plus. Like if 
Cameron goes there. If they open what year? 2019 2020 what year is it? 2019 and he's a sophomore 
going into a junior. I think it can be a plus for him if he's not doing this well outside of his 
neighborhood. I think it would be a plus. And I do think it's kind of unfair to say that the freshmen 
would get a fresh start and that the former students are not allowed that. I think that would be great 
if, because his whole demeanor and everything changed, you know, just knowing now he's not going 
to be there another three to four, you know, three years to graduate. 
 
EA: What about, um, what do you hope that the new school, I know that you can't attend the new 
school, but in terms of thinking about what you would want in a new school, what do you hope that 
the new school has? 
 
38:53 
 
CH: I want them to have something that kids, some of the freshmen that’s going up, to enjoy 
themselves.  
 
EA: Shirley, what would you want?  
 
SH: I’m hoping that it’s high tech, uh, train teachers that are able to deal with children of all 
backgrounds. Um, especially I believe children, they may have a harder time. I think that's a plus. 
Some children come in, you know, they know some things, they catch on little easier. I'm just 
hoping they have the teachers, the plans, the tools, available for those that need to grow at a bit, you 
know, a little bit more. I hope. I'm hoping that, you know, all areas of extra curriculum activities 
open to all. I just hope it's just a fairness overall for all the children, uh, with the counselors, the 
teachers, um, just the place as a whole. I'm just hoping they, you know, they put their all into it for 
everybody. No matter what the, you know, their academic level, academic level is that, that's, that's 
what I'm hoping for. 
 
40:10 
 
EA: Do you believe Robeson doesn’t currently have those things? 



 
SH: I believe Robeson does have those things. Um, I definitely know they had it back then. I mean 
we were, you know, catching up with the times and you know, computers were just starting to really 
be used back when I was leaving, the teachers were starting to use... I'm pretty sure Robeson still has 
that right now. Even with the, you know, the low enrollment of children, I'm pretty sure of that.  
 
EA: Yeah. It seems like it's really the low enrollment and the idea, right. They just need to start 
something new to try and get students to actually go.  
 
SH: Right. And that's what I'm feeling. That's what I'm feeling is going to happen. I'm thinking it's 
going to be so high tech and um, it's just so many different ways this can go. I just don't want, again, 
the children in the neighborhood to be excluded. The ones they may not feel is at the level to attend. 
I don't want it to be too high, high standards, I’m saying it again.  
 
EA: Yeah. It should be able to accommodate a wide swath. The whole neighborhood? (Yes.) Top 
high achieving. Diverse learners, everything. 
 
41:34 
 
Cameron: 00:41:34 When I was around like 9 or 10, we usually come out on Saturdays, 
play basketball.  
 
SH: And being the prince, in October, was exciting? He was part of the homecoming court?  
 
EA: You were homecoming prince?  
 
EA: That's so cool! Can you say that? 
 
CH: I was homecoming prince for the freshman year.  
 
EA: Can you describe homecoming for us? No one has told us specifically what happens there.  
 
CH: We, we party. We’re supposed to play the homecoming game, but it was forfeit. SO we just had 
the dance. And everybody had voted who they want the homecoming king, homecoming prince, 
princess.  
 
EA: So who was the, who was the king, who was the queen? Who was the princess? 
 
CH: The queen was, well the princess was Mackenzie. The queen was Isis. The kings were tied up. It 
was a tie of the votes, so they both won king. And the prince was me.  
 
EA: And then you have, um, you have prom coming up this weekend, right? That's on Friday. I 
know that usually prom is only upperclassmen, right? Juniors and seniors. But since Robeson is 
closing, are underclassmen allowed to go? 
 
CH: Yes.  
 
EA: Are you going to go?   
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CH: Um, I don’t know if I have an outfit.  
 
SH: Yeah, my son is very last minute.  
 
EA: Is he going to go?  
 
SH: I don't think so. I didn't even know they were allowing the freshmen to go with them. That 
would've been really nice had I known that. That would have been nice.  
 
CH: I got it mixed up with graduation. They’re allowing us at graduation.  
 
EA: When is graduation? It’s next week, between this week and end of the week. I don't know when 
their graduation, because I don’t keep up with their graduation, because I’m not graduating.  
 
SH: Yeah, no concern. You hear what he said? Because he’s not graduating.  
 
EA: Yeah. Well it'd be-- 
 
SH: It’d be nice to go. 
 
EA: Yeah, see what it would have been like.  
 
45:43 
 
CH: Probably would have been good. 
 
EA: Um, the past year, if you had to use one word to describe it. The past year at Robeson, what 
would you use? 
 
CH: Hard work. 
 
EA: What does that mean? Explain it a little more. 
 
CH: Because this whole year I had to work hard for what I went for. Like I have to work hard to 
play sports as a freshman. I gotta work hard on my work to get good grades. I had to work hard to 
win homecoming prince. 
 
EA: Wait, how do you work hard to win homecoming prince. What is that like? 
 
CH: Like I persuade people to vote for me.  
 
EA: Cool. Do you know any people at Hyde Park Academy right now? Like how many people 
would you say? Like five. 10. Do you know a lot, a little? 
 
CH: Like four people. 
 
EA: Are you excited to go there? Are you scared, are you nervous? 



 
CH: I’m excited. 
 
47:30 
 
EA: What excites you about it? 
 
CH: Sports team. Because the Hyde Park coach really wanted us to come there. He had told us, 
we’re gonna visit the school, tour around the school…he had told us, whoever chose Hyde Park 
made a good choice, whoever didn’t, tell our friends, you made a bad choice. 
 
EA: That's good. So you're going in and you know you'll have a community with the football team. 
What about you Shirley? How do you feel about him going to Hyde Park? 
 
SH: I feel fine with it. My baby sister went there and my cousin went there. My sister was there, I 
believe in the 90s, early, early 2000s and my cousins went there. I think it's a pretty good choice. I 
liked that it’s near our new home. I like that even if he's going this way or down to 63rd to my 
sisters’ is still a nice little, I think it's an easy route for him, and I think it's kind of good, you know, 
even though I love Robeson and Englewood and things like that, to venture out the neighborhood, 
I think he's going to be okay.  
 
EA: Are you worried at all? Some things we've heard from parents at the community meetings was 
fear that kids might have to leave their neighborhoods might get, you know, have higher rates of 
violence acted on them.  
 
SH: I believe my kid’s going to be fine. I don’t think that’s going to be a problem. I really don’t.  
 
EA: Cameron? 
 
CH: No, it’ll be fine.  
 
EA: I want to switch and ask a couple specific questions to you Shirley about you as an alum. When 
did you start attending Robeson?  
 
SH: Actually the summer of 1980. September, 80.  
 
EA: And why did you go to Robeson?  
 
SH: Right across the street from my house. I grew up right there, from my front porch you can see 
Robeson, 69th and Eggleston, right there, walking distance. A plus for me. Plus it was a new school. 
I had just moved into that right there while can dismiss plus for me. Plus it was a new school. I had 
just moved into the neighborhood, I think I was about 11 in ’77, and I knew it was a fresh new 
school. It was just always a big interest to me to go over there. You’d always see all the high 
schoolers coming from over there, they’d come in past the house, also we’d see them at the corner 
stores and things like that. So it was just something I was always interested in.   
 
50:53 
 



EA: How long did you attend Robinson? When did you graduate?  
 
SH: Oh, I actually did an extra year. I graduated in [inaudible] 85. 
 
EA: What um, what prompted that extra year? 
 
SH: Actually just a half a credit, a half a credit for English. But I felt, um, at the time it would be a 
plus for me to do that extra year. I had my first child during that time, ‘84 November, so it was kind 
of a plus for me to still be there and able to do that and just catch up a little bit. I thought I was a 
little behind, so the extra year really helped me because I could have went to summer school, but the 
extra year really helped me. 
 
51:40 
 
EA: Helped you in what way? Like you were able to take your time today, especially since with a new 
baby. 
 
SH: Yes. Take my time. Um, focus a little bit more. Take it a little bit more serious. Um, you know, 
because it was always the options for night, school, summer school and things like that. I didn't want 
the easy way out. I wanted to do that extra year. 
 
EA: Do you remember any teachers? 
 
SH: Yes. Um, Ms. Days, I had her for Algebra twice, and then had her for Division. Mr. Eggleston. 
And Mr. Dober was one of my number one, he was the Algebra teacher also. And so the funny 
thing about that is, I'm not a big fan of math, but those are the teachers I remember most. Uh, and 
besides Ms. Adams and Ms. Dodson,  Ms. Dodson was the art teacher, I believe Ms. Adams, I'm not 
sure, but I believe she was working, uh, I'm not sure if it's, it was with diverse learners at the time, 
but she was, they were over our pom-pom team. So I interacted with them a lot in that way. But Ms. 
Dodson I had for art, I'm trying to remember, it was another teacher I had for English. I cannot 
remember her name. It was early on at Robeson. Very strict, very smart, very bright lady.  Very 
serious. Uh, probably some to upper classmen that left way before me might remember her, but I 
can't remember her name. It was another English teacher I had, but again, mostly math. Ms. Blavis, 
music teacher. I remember her. Um, oh gosh, I had a full teacher I was crazy about that I can't 
remember her name. I can remember having foods, you know, things were so different back. And, 
um, but Ms. Days and Mr. Dober and Mr. Eggleston, I would say were my favorite.  
 
EA: What was your favorite part of their classes?  
 
SH: Ms. Days, I took her, I had to repeat her. Um, it's really hard for me to grasp the concepts of 
geometry. The second year when I returned, um, she reminded me that I was there for another year, 
and that she would put things in front of me to help me try to understand it. It was still a little hard, 
but I was able to graduate. I mean, you know, to get that critic I needed out of the class, I like um, 
that she would offer help if you need it, you know, uh, extra credit and things like that, partner you 
up with people, uh, she felt that probably could help you a little bit more in the class. That's what I 
liked about her class.  
 
EA: What about Eggleston? 



 
SH: Mr. Eggleston. What I really liked with him with this Algebra. It's like he really, really opened up 
to me, you know, cause the prior year I had Mr. Dober and when I get Mr. Eggleston, and that's 
when I was expecting my daughter, and it was not like a, I'm going to give her a pass, she's going to 
do the homework, get the extra credit and participate in front of the class. And if you didn't know it, 
he would, you know, stand there, walk you through it or help somebody again that's in the class that 
knew how to do it, help you go through another, and I really liked that, you know, because he could 
have just, “oh just do extra credit” or you know, something simple like to help your  grade. But he 
actually had me participate within the class.  
 
EA: He wanted you to actually learn, not just pass. 
 
SH: Right. 
 
55:37 
 
EA: And in those classes, I'm just curious, kind of going back to what we talked about earlier, were 
people, were some people there just coasting through. 
 
SH: None of those classes. Mr. Dober’s class, you were not, none of those math, none of them. Ms. 
Days, definitely no, and that’s why I took her twice. Um, Mr. Eggleston, no you, you had to 
participate, you had to do your homework. You had to, if you're falling behind you have to, you 
know, he would tell you, let me know, let me know. We're not going to wait till the end. He offered 
us all opportunities. Ms. Days and Mr. Dober did also. 
 
EA: That's cool. What about extra curricular activities? What sorts of things would you do? 
 
56:24 
 
SH: I was on a pom-pom team from I believe 80 to 81, if I'm sure. Uh, that's when Ms. Adams and 
Ms. Dodson were our pom-pom and cheerleader coaches, you know, they were responsible for us. 
We would participate with the pep squad, things like that. Um, participate in the games. Football, 
basketball. That was, for me, that was about it.  
 
EA: Cameron, do you have now, are their cheerleaders or the pep squad? Is there? Pom-Pom? 
 
CH: I don’t know. 
 
SH: At the games you guys didn't have football, I— 
 
CH: We ain’t had no home, like we, ain’t had cheerleaders though.  
 
57:14 
 
EA: So sort of just fans in the stands, but nobody leading cheers. 
 
CH: Yeah last year they had cheerleaders…I don’t know why we don’t have them this year.  
 



EA: How does it feel to hear your mom talk about Robeson and all these students, all these, you 
know, good teachers, all these, um, activities, compared to Robeson now? Do you ever feel like 
you're missing out? (inaudible) Can you say it? Cause people can't hear? 
 
CH: Yeah. No, no, but yeah.  
 
EA: No but yeah, well, okay, what does that mean? 
 
58:17 
 
CH: I'm grateful.  
 
SH: Grateful for what you're going through now. The little experience you get. I believe he's okay 
with that. I think it makes him very sad to know he’s leaving. I know it does, you know? 
 
EA: Shirley, back to you. What, um, what would you and your friends do outside of school?  
 
SH: Most of the time we would go home again for the… within school hours. Is that what you're 
saying? Most of the times we'd go home, which was like I say, it was a plus to have an open campus. 
So we would sometimes linger, you know, towards that front entrance. We would go outside. We 
were able to sit outside on the benches in front of Robeson. It had a really big lawn. They actually 
tore it down. It was a big wall and we’d sit out there, sometimes we would get to go to the study hall, 
um, and then when we have extra time, if it's like a break in between to get from one class to the 
next, maybe um, you know, walk over to Rope Park a little earlier, things like that. So they had the 
little neighborhood stores, things like that. Um, I just remember a lot of my time spent with the 
friends from then, which are my friends now, my really good friends, was spent study hall, we would 
be in there, we would help them. And I spent a lot of times going into the teacher's lounge talking 
with Mr. Dober. When I first came there would be me and my friends, they would come with me 
because I wasn't understanding this math. I just remember that a whole lot. Um, it was just pretty 
much catching up in between and laughing, having fun, grinning at the boys, things like that. It was 
just a lot of fun, lot of relaxation for me. It was like smooth sailing. I, that's what I hate that he's 
feeling, he's not getting that full effect of that. We had thousands of children, you know, back then. 
So, and just, you know, hanging outside, getting to know new friends. Um, again, seeing old friends 
and then it was a plus when some of our friends will leave schools they were at, other choices they 
made, to come to Robeson. So to show them around, it was just great. 
 
1:00:52 
 
EA: What about, what was the neighborhood like outside of school? 
 
SH: Oh, it was just wonderful for me. I have, I feel, you know, some of the friends would be out 
there and their cars listening to music. Sometimes some of the former students would come up 
there, you know, in between the classes and hang out and talk with the students. I mean, it was just 
like one big old family. Uh, some of the former students’ siblings would be up there. I was the first 
of my sisters to go there. So I, you know, I didn't have anyone coming up there for me, but mostly, 
um, some of my friends' older brothers and things, they left, they would come back up there. Um, 
you know, to talk to us, to see us. Just going through, just going through, everything was just more 
family. Uh, to me. For me, it was just, it just seemed like one big party when we're outside 



sometimes even when you’re in study hall and everybody’s supposed to be quiet, it still was like a big 
party because we were doing, you know, little sneaky things, but it was just nice going through the 
halls from class to class, getting lost, you know, going through Robeson and things like that. It was 
just great. 
 
EA: So even, um, so inside and outside the school, even in the larger Englewood community, it felt 
like it was just more, more family. 
 
SH: Yes, it was so many people, like I said I was the first one from my family to go to Robeson. So I 
would see like during report card pickups and things like that, and the teachers would mention, “I 
had,” to other students, “I had your sister, your cousin,” and you know, things like that. So it was 
always somebody looking out for somebody, and if my, like my best friend, her brothers, they 
looked after us. So even though she's there, that's their sibling, their friends, they’re still there, they're 
going to look out for me and you know, other, uh, good friends and things like that. So it was just 
always, you know, and it goes back to the throwing in the snow thing. It was, it was just a playful 
type thing. It was nothing, you know, to hurt us or anything like that. It was just a lot of fun. 
 
EA: What about, um, recently, so before you moved here from, uh, closer to Robeson?  How did 
Englewood, how would you describe the Englewood community compared to in ’85, in the early 
‘80s, when you were growing up?   
 
1:03:19 
 
SH: To me it's like a ghost town. Back then you saw people coming and going all the time. Um, the 
young men, I noticed how always they look very afraid to me. It just wasn't like that back then. They 
were more comfortable walking, uh, coming and going through the neighborhood. Um, it's just to 
me it just seems empty, you know, I still have family over there on 69th, you know, grandchildren. 
So it's like a ghost town to me. Whereas we had a lot going on, vibrant, open neighborhood corner 
stores and things like that. Uh, people coming and going at, it seemed like he was even more people 
going to work and things. I, I'm thinking people are moving out of Englewood and this is why his is 
more of a ghost town and not just that, um, a lot of the young men, young women are afraid 
because of the violence in the neighborhood. 
 
SH: And if I do see them walk through the neighborhood they, you know, they have their hoodies 
on, their hood tight, and things like that. It's just kind of uncomfortable. Like, um, for me I'm 
somewhat okay. I was okay when I was over there, I felt okay. But it's not the same. You walk past 
the young men and usually they're going to know you and speak or something like that. It's not the 
same. They're more or less looking at you, questioning who you are. Even as, um, I’m an adult. You 
know, is she watching me, is she coming through here, who is that, you know, things like that. 
Totally different. Totally different. 
 
1:05:03 
 
EA: How long have you lived in Englewood? Did you ever move out of the neighborhood? 
 
SH: I've lived in neighborhood in Englewood since ‘77. We moved over there when I was 11, in 
November ‘77. I left Englewood a few times, but, I think in 2000 for like a year, then I moved back 
to Englewood. So it's in, out, in and out. Um, I think the longest probably was four years. I was out 



of Englewood, but I was still in Englewood because my children were at Parker. My, I have older 
kids. Um, my daughter that went to Parker, three of my daughters attended Parker. My 
grandchildren in the neighborhood. My family and my friends. I work in Englewood, you know, in 
the childcare centers and things like that. So almost feel like I just never left. I never left. That's how 
I feel. 
 
1:06:04 
 
EA: How do you feel, I mean I just want to know, when did you feel that kind of shift from 
Englewood being this place where everybody knows everybody, everybody's looking out for 
everybody, it's, it feels more familial and connected to this thing where everybody's suspicious. 
 
SH: Um, somewhere around 2007 my daughters, one of my daughters was during 2000, kind of 
getting the dates mixed up. I believe it's 2005-6, and then the other daughter came and it seemed as 
though students were violent towards them. Um, I felt around 2006, 2007 when my two younger 
daughters were attending Robeson and the students, the girls were violent towards him. I mean it 
was, it wasn't just I don't like you or I don't like what you have on. It was more, I'm gonna attack 
you, then a parent, you know, coming to the school and things like that. And me, I'm getting calls all 
the time and my daughter saying, I just want to go to school, you know, I didn't like that. And the, 
and to me, that's when it all went down the drain, you know, somewhere they really would like to 
have went, but it's totally, everything just changed. Yeah. Everything, it’s just, it wasn't the same. I 
mean back in the day it was some things that happened, but we went on. Now is, is, is where you 
fearing for your life. And it, not just the students but the students and their siblings, and friends, and 
sometimes the parents. Uh, that may be violent. I think that calls a fall also within Robinson. I think 
that was one of the biggest things. And not, not just that, um, that the alternative schools coming in 
the neighborhood, the charter schools. Um, the young men not being correctly, or just misguided. I 
can't say they weren't guided, you know, to be a certain way, but misguided and some of them are in 
jail. Um, and also within Robeson and other schools within a neighborhood, if their behavior was 
out of control, the grades weren’t up to par, attendance, you were shipped off to alternative school. 
So to me, that’s when everything just fell apart. Those opportunities there was within the school 
where you had the disciplinarians that can get you in order, this is what I need you to do, they were 
not in place anymore. You know, the Mr. Bonner’s no longer existed, you know, I don't know if 
they had the, again, the tools, to help these kids. The new generation.  
 
EA: Who was Mr. Bonner?  
 
SH: He was the assistant principal at Robeson when I first attended. I believe Ms. Simmons was the 
principal. Yeah.  
 
EA: Did you ever interact with Ms. Simmons?  
 
SH: Never. I mean, sad to say never. Mr. Bonner. Yes.  
 
EA: Um, what was he like? 
 
1:09:30 
 



SH: To me, he was like very stern, um, you know, with all the students, very strict, very informative 
of what was going on within the school outside. Um, he had great guidance. Um, if it was a problem, 
he's going to fix it before it escalates, before it gets out of hand. Um, simple days. You know, I had 
an altercation with a young lady once, and you know, he said to me, you know, it could have got this 
serious, and then I would have called your mother and her mother, and then people are expelled it, 
and we don't want that to happen. So it never happened again. It could have been a simple, you're 
expelled and no, no chances given you’re out, you're missing work. I don't think that really happened 
at Robeson. I think Mr. Bonner handled every situation there, um, students that were a problem. 
Um, and I can remember they had little security there, but like I said, that things were not the same 
as they are now. So some of those people were more like, again, somewhat friendly with the 
students, able to help them guide them, talk to them. It was very open to me. Whereas now, I can't 
say now with Cameron there, but with my daughters and my son, it was more a bootcamp coming 
through the door. And oh, those bags, you know, it was very serious. And so the students are 
stressed and people are stressed. Environment is changing. We have to look out for weapons and 
knives, and guns. So I think back then having Mr. Bonner, it was a plus because none of that was 
going on. 
 
1:11:23 
 
EA: Did your daughters graduate from Robeson?  
 
SH: No.  
 
EA: Where did they transfer to? 
 
SH: Oh Gosh. They ended up in alternative schools. Went to Olive-Harvey. Yes. Robeson, they 
were not, it, it seemed it was too much, it was too hard to handle the situations within. It just, it just 
caused so much distraction. The fights, uh, the threats and things like that. Um, and it was just one 
incident. It just wouldn't go away, you know, and the school just could not get this particular 
situation under control. And it was, it wasn't just what my daughters, but it escalated to other 
students. And that's why I’m saying, parents coming into the school and it's just negative and things 
like that. Um, I mean it was a plus there for some, but just for my daughters, it just wasn't a good 
environment. 
 
1:12:21 
 
EA: What was the incident?  
 
SH: They walked through the door. And one daughter had been there a year, and the next year my 
other daughter comes, and she was very known, you know, we've been in Englewood forever. 
They've been in Englewood since they were born. So she walks to the door and the girls attack her, 
and when we meet with the parent and the girls say “We just don't like her. We don't like the way 
she dress, we don’t like the way she looks. We don’t like that everybody knows her,” you know that 
popularity pretty much. That was it. And it just didn't help the situation because the parent was 
pretty much on board with doing the same things, you know, coming to the schools, and she never 
attacked my daughter, but attacking, I think she had attacked another student, um, a little later. So it 
was just people’s personal dislikes. It was just dysfunction. 
 



EA: When Cameron said he wanted to go to Robeson, were are you worried that he might have a 
similar experience as your daughters? 
 
1:13:25 
 
SH: No, um, things for a Cameron, and he's just as popular. They know everybody. He knows pretty 
much everybody in Robeson.  Um, I just didn't feel he would have that problem, not just knowing 
to students, but knowing the adults. I think that was a plus for them. So I wasn't worried at all. I 
think that's what the difference was. 
 
EA: That makes sense. You, you know, at least three, three people were your classmates that are 
now they're helping him guiding him.  
 
SH: Right. And probably even more, I'm not sure. Uh, but definitely those and, you know, it's just 
being an Englewood. Um, a lot of the students, you know, they know my oldest sibling there, his 
oldest siblings and things like that, cousins and things, and he's pretty, he was pretty much okay. 
 
EA: That’s good. 
 
EA: Um, learning environment. You've already kind of touched on it, but I just wanted to get a little 
bit more. What was the learning environment like for you when you were a student there?  
 
SH: I always thought that it was pretty, um, I thought was pretty good. Um, things I needed to take 
in, within the classes, I thought went pretty well. It seemed to me, you know, outside of the one 
teacher, I, I can't remember his name, they’d kind of let the students do whatever and you didn't do 
work or anything, they kind of just slid through. Um, it maybe was one or two classes where 
students probably didn't come, but you was still expected to do the work, get the extra help when 
needed. And I liked that the majority of my classes were that way. The teachers were very, uh, with 
their curriculum, you know, they were very intuned to what they were teaching. 
 
1:15:21 
 
SH: They were knowledgeable. If you didn't understand it, they offered you to help. They offer you 
the opportunity to come in and get, um, tutoring, extra credit. Their doors was open all the time 
back then for, you know, even during their breaks and things like that if you need help. Um, I 
thought it was a plus. I thought it was a plus. Um, even sometimes I look back now, uh, I definitely 
know I could have did better. Um, it was something that just wasn't going to let me, if you're going 
to fill out this paper, you're going to do it correctly. And I wish I can remember this one. Um, I 
believe he was another geography teacher. Um, and he wasn't gonna let me just fill out the paper any 
kind of way it was, it was, “Good, but I can't read that. It, you, you can write better to that.” And 
that helped me in another class with the English class where the teacher say, you're a great writer. I 
didn't understand it then, but it's like one thing, you know, (inaudible) and it helps you with another. 
And that's what I liked about being here.  
 
EA: Um, so, oh, negative experiences. You were saying there's a, any negative learning experiences? 
 
1:16:31 
  



SH: It wasn't negative learning, I would say something I had, it wasn't Ms. Dodson cause I loved Ms. 
Dodson’s art class. It was one particular art class, and I cannot remember the lady's name, but I love 
art, but it was just something, I don't know what was going on within that class where I felt, some 
people are just given up on quickly. And if it's something they're working on and you can't quite do 
the different phases of art. I didn't like that. I felt like, and I remember my mother coming up and I 
love art, my mother, my aunts. So it’s stuff that I love, but it was just the, the, I believe the lesson we 
were being taught or working on, I wasn't getting the concept on it, and I'm just saying it over and 
over and the teacher was not, and she said something to my mother about it, you know, report card 
pickup, and my mother just simply, well maybe she doesn't like, it wasn't that I didn't like it. It was, I 
didn't understand it. I felt that teacher gave up too easily. I can't remember but I think about that all 
the time. You know whereas um, I needed the extra help, and it's not that I don't want to do it it’s 
just that I don’t  understand it, and if I'm saying I don't understand it and I think it was just looked 
upon like you don't want to do it, you know? And I don't know, my mom, you know, my mom, you 
know, she didn't have to, you know, I don't know what that was about, but I just needed some extra 
help. Yeah. And I didn't like that I couldn't get it. And I would go every day and I can't remember I 
passed that class or not. I can't remember. But I remember going and not knowing. It could have 
been something as simple as making cones and things like that, you know, 3D dimension art or 
something. I remember something like that and I couldn't quite get it, but I was there, but it seen 
that certain people would get, if they knew it, they would get all of the attention, if you didn’t, you’re 
just over there, we're not going to bother. But I remember wanting to do it and just not having the 
help.  
 
1:19:00 
 
EA: So, but it sounds like most of your classes were the opposite of that, in terms of if you wanted 
the help –  
 
SH: The other ones were very different from that. Very different from that. Um, and, and to this day 
I still don't understand it. Uh, cause I think about it quite often. Um, I don't think I had any other 
negative as far as classroom work.  
 
EA: Um, or just in any negative experiences inside of school.  
 
SH: To me, the, um, the counselor is something I talk about, you know, I work with toddlers, 
preschoolers, so it's something I try to watch. I was one of those students that I feel back then 
definitely could have done much better. Um, I wanted to get in and I'm going to get my B’s and C’s 
in mostly C's and I'm going to be happy. Um, some people push you, some people gave you the help 
and I was glad to have that, but I really feel with the counselors, there was some students, they were 
just A students and believe it or not, two of my best friends that left on time, they were in the top 1, 
was, I believe she was number 1, but they were in the top 5. So I was in their company when I was 
going to the counselors and we’re talking about colleges and things like that. But to students like 
myself who has no interests, do not, you know, I felt maybe I could have asked for the help, but I 
really didn’t, I just wanted to pass, you know, I just want to graduate. I felt the students, students 
that were considered A students, very knowledgeable students. Smart. And again, I had friends that 
graduated in the top 5. We were best friends. So I would be in their company, going to see the 
counselors and things like that. Even another young lady, I was on pom-pom with, it was another 
student, I saw how they would talk to them, it was different, and they would talk about colleges and 
they had a great interest in what they were doing. But I remember the students like myself and I 



think I had another friend, we were more eccentric back then, in the eccentric classes. What was 
considered a little easier. So we didn't get that help. We didn't get that, “Come on to the counselor's 
office. Let's talk about what your future is going to be.” And you know, I wasn't putting towards the 
effort either, but I sometimes look at that within things I do now, because sometimes the students 
that can't reach out or don't know how, or don’t know they need to be reaching out and developing 
their self more. They may need that extra help, that extra push. That was something I didn't, you 
know now that I’m older, I didn't like, you know, I think if, you know, I had the, the ones that 
offered help within the classes. Uh, I also had the English teacher that told me, you're a great writer. 
You know, it took me years to understand that, and I'm an adult and I understand it now. Whereas 
back then, you know, it was more or less we're walking in the hall and we're walking to her class.” 
You're a great writer, you do really good every time you're doing your, you know, your English and 
your paragraphs and things like that.” I didn't know I could go further with that. I had, my mind was 
so set on, let me get out of high school and I just wish, you know, outside of that little praise, and 
maybe, I didn't get to open up more on what my future was going to look like. I wish I would've had 
that.  
 
EA: What has your life looked like since leaving Robeson?  
 
1:23:00 
 
SH: I was really, I had my daughter, so I was doing that, trying to find myself. I didn't know what I 
wanted to do. Um, I would work summer jobs, uh, the daycare, things like that. I believe the, the 
summer programs probably helped me more than high school, um, to help develop me. Um, the 
different trainings I had, experiences. Mostly jobs just working with children every year and you 
know, that's what I do now. That helped mold me more than high school did. Just doing those 
summer program jobs. It really did.  
 
EA: Is there anywhere you feel like Robeson has um, helped you or impacted your life? 
 
1:23:58 
 
SH: Yes. Again, the teachers they had offered to help. I'm able to um, you know, give praise where 
it's needed and not having that assistance with the counselors I believe, I’m more open to the 
children that may need to help. And um, I mean even though I'm working with five and younger, 
I'm able to see quickly the children that are being ignored, the children that may need to do, um, 
more work that is more at a higher level and things like that. So I think it was a, it has helped me. It 
has, it has. And being open, empathetic towards others. Um, my teachers, you know, Mr. Eggleston 
again, I'm going to say I just loved it. He pushed me, you know, it was just a C. But that was man, 
the best C I ever had, you know, doing math, and getting help with it, and getting praise for it and 
things like that. And that was during the time, you know, I was expecting my daughter, I just 
thought it was a plus to me is having, having that memory, those memories that is, that was a 
positive for me.  
 
EA: Have you experienced that with any of Cameron's teachers or, or coaches, feeling like they push 
him, they want him to do— 
 
SH: I really do. It is the one teacher, what is his name? You say he’d kid around a lot and joke 
around a lot. (Mr. O’Brien) Mr. O’Brien. He talks about him all the time. And I know when he first 



described him like, wow, that reminds me of a Mr. Dober, you know, cause he would do that. But 
he was very serious about his work. He would try to make us feel welcome, um, within the class and 
things like that. Um, even, you know, just having my division teacher Ms. Days when she was my 
geometry teacher and then we turned around, me and my best friend, and had her for division, after 
two years of geometry, she would push to go to class and things like that. And I, you know, mostly 
he talks about Tyrone a lot, but he call him TY, um, and the things that we had, “I know your 
mother,” and things like that. So I thought that was a plus. He jokes around with them, but I know 
that he wanted the best for them, for him. And I really believed that Miller and Fabry and them, they 
are mostly molded by what they went through at Robeson with Mr. Bonner, and the coaches, Coach 
Pruitt and Coach Curry and things like that. I think it was a plus.  
 
EA: What's the most striking memory you have from Robeson? 
 
SH: Well, I knew that they had great teamwork back then and I know it was, um, because of the type 
of setting we were in, again with Bonner and the coaches and the teachers and everybody pretty 
much on the same page. The students, Robeson had a wonderful football team, wonderful 
basketball team and us going out there when Robeson got to play, you know, and um, was it ‘81, ‘81 
championship. They played at Soldier Field. I was, you know, on pom-pom and then the football 
players, Vincent Talbert…Fabry, Tiffany, Hamilton and all of them. Mickey Pruitt. That’s what I 
remember most. That was, we were just shining, just having this football team and basketball team 
and we had some wonderful programs and I think all of it as a whole was just being at Robeson 
during that time. It's just the greatest to me, you know, um, and still hearing people now talk about 
those things. So I know it was a positive for us. So just the school as a whole and how they work 
together. It was the most striking thing I remember. I like that they did that. Then we all were able 
to participate in that.  
 
EA: Describe Robeson in five words.  
 
1:28:18 
 
SH: Longevity, growth, outstanding, developing. And I don't want to say the last one, but it’s not a 
happy thing. I would say, I can't think of the word, I'm trying to think of something is going to be 
like etched in your memory besides longevity… memorable. Um, I think that was, that’s it. I mean 
it’s part of our community over there. I don't think we’ll ever, I mean, I’m gonna cry.  
 
EA: It's been a huge part of so many people's lives.  
 
SH: It has. 
 
EA: Some alums I've been talking to her said they want the new school and be called Robeson. 
What do you think about that? 
 
SH: I think it would be nice, but because it's a new, a new age, a new development, new things going 
to go on. I think it should, maybe it would be nice, but I think it should just include something with 
Englewood within the name. New Englewood High or something like that. Um, I think Robeson’s 
name was fit for Robeson, from, I believe it opened in ‘76 I believe. I think that should be allowed 
to stand for what it was. you know, because when Robeson came, it was, you know, Parker High 



closed and it was a new source, a new, a new day, new age, new things. So I think something would 
include Englewood and it would be great. Yeah. 
 
1:30:37 
 
EA: One more question. Um, what, what classes did you take at Parker? Cause like you had to take a 
couple classes, still.  
 
SH: We had English. Um, I had a great English teacher. I cannot remember her name, but again, like 
I said, she had been there I believe for years. I believe she probably started with Parker. We had 
English, we had, I believe it was another world geography class. What's her name… Ms. Johnston. 
Ms. Johnston, I believe was her name, then gym with Ms. Branickey. I remember Ms. Branickey. 
Um, and we would practice over there, you know, for pom-pom over there on, I believe it was the 
fourth floor. So a lot of time spent on the third, and I believe the fourth floor. Yes.  
 


