
Keisha Ruth (Class of 2011), interviewed by Erisa Apantaku. 
 
Erisa Apantaku (EA): First of all, what is your name? Can you say it and then spell it for the record?  
 
Keisha Ruth (KR): It’s Keisha Ruth, spelled K-E-I-S-H-A, not Kesha like the singer, Ruth, R-U-T-
H.  
 
EA: Thank you. When did you start attending Robeson?  
 
KR: So I attended Robeson in September 2011. I actually started the second day of school because 
at that time it was a lot of students there and I guess it was a situation with I guess being enrolled. So 
I had to start the next day, I was kind of pissed. So I started the next day. So yeah, that's when I 
started my freshman year. I actually didn't want to attend Robinson. It was not on my list. My older 
brother and sister and cousins went um, I didn't know all the other cousins went, I just knew my 
siblings went, but that was not my choice. I wanted to go to a school like Whitney Young and maybe 
Simeon, but you know, Simeon is like, you know, the cosmetic kind of school, different school.  
 
KR: So that's not what I was looking for. So my aunt was raising me at the time so she was like, OK, 
you just gonna go to Robeson. And I was like: “What? I don't want to go to Robeson.” And so, you 
know, actually going, it  really didn't seem all that bad. So I had a good time in Robeson though. 
 
EA: Yeah, we, um, so I'm working on this project to collect people's histories of Robeson high 
school and um, I'm working with several other colleagues and um, my colleague who you'll meet 
today, Olivia, actually saw that you commented on Google on I think Google about Robeson and 
how you liked it and that's how we found you actually. 
 
KR: Oh, OK.  That's good. Because I was sure looking at my reviews and I knew I was going to do 
this interview. I'm like, let me go back because I actually got a lot of stars and then sometimes you 
got um, you know, responses and I'm like, those people don't know what they talking about. Some 
are lying. Some just probably just scrolling, you know those trolls just say anything. I'm like, no, if 
you really not from the neighborhood, you didn't attend a school, then you know, you can basically 
actually put what you want on the Internet. And I'm like, these people, I've never heard of these 
people, these people did not go to the high school. They don't know what they're talking about. So 
yeah. But I did actually have good time at Robeson. I kind of had a prediction about, as far as the 
school closing I'm like, if they don't take care of these schools and if they don't get them right then 
this is what going to happen. I didn’t wish that it was going to happen, but I'm like, ooh, I got a lot 
to say about this. So, um, but yeah, I enjoyed Robeson. I was a top student. I was the second 
salutatorian in my class. Um, a lot of my peers thought I would be valedictorian, but I think they 
played me. I wanted a higher math class. By the time my math classes was over with, I think I took 
three, I think Robeson's requirements were like three math classes. But I took pre-calculus my 
fourth year--the smartest math teacher in the world, shout out to Miss Bowman. She's my friend on 
Facebook. I'm actually doing a math problem for her. It was, um, a viral math problem on 
Facebook. I think it was like 20 divided by 5 parentheses 2+2. So I wanted to know if my answer 
was right. So she didn't get back to me yet, it looks like she's on vacation, but shout out to Miss Kim 
Bowman. Oh, she's smartest, youngest math teacher I've ever had. Um, I wanted to take AP 
Calculus but I think they didn't give it to me. So I could've been valedictorian and it was like, what? 
It's like, you're basically two but you're number three because I had a friend, she was a point ahead 
of me. She thought I was going to be valedictorian, so when you got a friend like that who was 



working and trying to get good grades and just as smart as you, you keep them type of people 
around. Her name is Tara. She thought I was going be, well—she thought I was going to be it, but 
it's OK. But um, I had some of the best teachers in the world at their school. Anybody could ever 
ask for whether education-wise, personal-wise, you know, inside the classroom, outside the 
classroom. These the type of teachers that you want as far as high school kids. 
 
EA: I'd love to get um, um, Miss Bowman's info. Do you know, does she still teach at the school?  
 
KR: No, she does not. I believe after maybe a year or two when I left, I think she started teaching at 
Kenwood High School. So it's not too far from here. If that's not the school she currently teaches at 
then I don't know, but I can always ask her as well. So it's a lot of my favorite teachers, they just 
spreaded after leaving Robeson high school.  
 
EA: Do you remember her first name?  
 
KR: Kim. It's probably Kimberly, but I just know it’s Kim Bowman. So, that’s her name. 
 
EA: Cool, we'll try and get in touch. Wow, you've said so many great things and I have a couple 
questions just jumping off of what you’ve said in addition to the questions I have here. Um, I'm 
trying to remember what my question was that you had mentioned. I'm sure it'll come back to me 
or, or whatever, but um, OK. So what, uh, what year did you graduate from Robeson?  
 
KR: So it was, I started to--actually, I started at September 2007, so I graduated on time at 2011. 
 
4:51 
 
EA: Very cool. Um, that was like a tricky time for CPS. There was a lot like, you know, Englewood 
High School closed down at that time. Was that, I mean, what did you--what was the learning 
environment in Robeson? Were people also worried that Robeson was gonna be closed at that time? 
 
KR: Well at that time attending Robeson, I didn't think about none of that at the time because me 
attending the school, everything seemed pretty--I won't say decent because decent coming a lot 
today using it--I think it was pretty OK and fair. I didn't never thought getting to the point after I 
graduated I would be like, oh, it's about to close or this and that is going on. I guess when it comes 
to CPS today, you never know what was really going on until it comes out. Because everybody 
business, it's out in the media on the news all day every day. Um, and actually when I was a 
freshman, the principal who was the principal, he actually passed in 2015 like right after I graduated 
college. Um, his name was Mr. Brashears, rest in peace on him. He was the principal, um, when my 
older cousins, brothers, and sisters was attending the school and he began to be on the 
administrative staff. So the principal after that, who's actually on my high school diploma, his name 
is Dr. um, Mr. Morrow, um, so, uh, the previous principal, he did a good job, but I wish he was still 
principal for somehow because when the new principal came in he was cool, but then students really 
started to like--dislike him after that and questioning him a lot about, uh, being a principal at the 
school. So, um,  
 
EA: Do you know why, why did they start to question him?  
 



KR: You know, what? I don't know. I think he became kind of sorta—I don’t know, people just 
began to dislike him. Maybe he was changing some rules or maybe he was switching things around. I 
guess it is really a big responsibility when you are a principal of a school, a school that's known, 
that's been in the news, whether it's for good or for bad. Um, but I guess as far as the previous 
principal, I guess it was time for him to retire. I guess being principal, because he did an amazing 
job, that he did do so, um, it just a whole bunch of reasons, um, people started to dislike him and 
I'm pretty sure I can tell you the staff really hated him at one point. 
 
EA: And this is Morrow?  
 
KR: Yes. M-O-R-R-O-W that's his last name. So I don't believe he's still a principal there, I believe 
it’s a different principal there now. So. 
 
EA: Yeah. And um, and so he came in in 2015, you said.  
 
KR: No, it was actually, I think about 2011 for me, but I'm saying the previous principal, he passed 
away in 2015. So everybody found out about it. I was kind of sad about it.  
 
EA: I'm sorry. What was your experience, uh, with teachers you've already mentioned, um, Kim? 
 
KR: Bowman.  
 
EA: I was about to say Borrow, Like Borrow and Morrow 
 
KR: Bow and a man. 
 
EA: Kim Bowman. Um, talk to me about some of the other ones that were particularly influential.  
 
KR: It was a lot of good teachers at Robeson. I remember when I first came, I didn't really, um, you 
know, when you're a freshmen you just, you got to see things for yourself first, being a freshman. 
But as time went on at Robeson, I remember a lot of great teachers. I could go down a list. Like I 
said, I'm friends with Miss Kim Bowman on Facebook. I'm friends with a teacher, her, she was a 
math teacher. Her name is Phyllis Barnes. She was actually my brother's teachers. It was a art 
teacher, um, some people dislike but I'm going to say her name anyway, Mrs. Brown. And you have 
a art teacher. I had like some of the good teachers. Some of the harder, tougher teachers wanted me 
in their class, but look, I'm like, I, I'm already did this. I'm already done. So, you know, I had the 
good teachers, Kim Bowman, Mrs. Goiter. Um, she was a teacher that was really that personal for 
me. You had some counselors, Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Constance [inaudible], Shout out to you. Um, 
people that was actually there for me, knew how great of a student I was. Um, Mrs. Craft, you had 
the science teacher, Mr. Alexander, you had a lot of other great influential teachers who wanted you 
to make it. Um, Mrs. Sims. It was a lot of other great teachers. it was another person she dealt with 
Seniors, it is called the Senior Sweep. I'm so sorry. I forgot her name right now, but she actually kind 
of encouraged me to attend western Illinois University. That was not my top school. That was not in 
my top 10, it was probably my top 20 schools.  
 
KR: Um, because I wanted to attend Howard University, I wanted to be a Bison but I didn't finish 
the application. I don't know why. Life would be kind of different if I would've went because I 
always wanted to go to a HBCU. I visited Howard when I was 16 while on a DC trip, but all of 



those teachers, there were some teachers I kind of disliked, but I didn't really have a run in with 
those teachers like all the other students did. Um, I've been suspended once. I had a fight, I got 
jumped. Those girls know who they are. It was just two, they were sisters, but I mean, you know, 
beside the, you know, the good and the bad, um, I had a great time. Like those teachers really 
believed in me. They knew I could be whatever I wanted to be. Um, they knew I did the work. I was 
way, way less trouble than some of these other people. Um, and they knew I was like, um, you 
know, I was an extrovert. Like I was quiet, but I was observing. I wasn't quiet like, oh, I'm bashful, 
I'm shy. No, I was on the debate team. I was on the cheerleading team. I was the president of 
National Honor Society there. I did a lot of great stuff at Robeson. I was in the community. I was 
actually a former peer lead of “Imagine Englewood If...” located right there off of 68th and 
Emerald, off of 69th Street. So I was a great peer leader there. Um, so yeah, I was known. I just 
went through some things in my life as a teenager where I go to school and I look around, like I do 
not have time for the BS. I really don't. So, um, it was a lot of great teachers. I'll never forget them. 
Um, I wish I could see a few of them today. Um, but, uh, these were the kind of teachers you really 
wanted in a class room.  
 
10:45 
 
EA: This actually reminds--what you said here, reminded me of my earlier question, which was 
earlier you had mentioned people replied to your Google comment about Robeson with stuff that 
you felt was like false and that they didn't actually attend the school. Can you elaborate on what 
those comments looked like? Like what do, what have people said negatively about Robeson that 
you've heard? 
 
KR: You know what, I don't think they commented under my comment, but it was just reviews on 
their own, you know, cause people could use all kinds of accounts, you know, some people be 
anonymous or sometimes it'll say a Google User. But, um, some I just really hands on don't 
remember, but I actually wanted to write that down. But just stuff that really wasn't really true. 
Maybe they said those things because maybe they really did experience it. I don't know, because 
keep in mind I attended that school 2011. So you go back maybe 10 or 15 years, it was probably a 
different story then maybe some of those teachers that I had wasn’t there. But I know the few 
teachers, the teachers that I do know that were still there when I went there, they have been around 
a while and some teachers had just got in. Oh. 
 
KR: And there was another teacher, um, what's her name? Oh my God. I just remembered her 
name, but I remember her face. She was my ninth period teacher. Oof, I remember her name took 
literature. Her name is, was Miss Williston. Shout out to her. She was a great teacher. She also had 
my sister and brother in her class. So of course I was like one of the last people out of my brothers 
or sisters to attend Robeson. But whatever people say about that school, that's what they say. I know 
a lot of people who graduated from Robeson high school, people that I didn't even know. Like I 
heard that that school used to be so great, like the football team, a lot of people dislike the football 
team because they always went hard, don't hate on the Robeson Raiders. We the real raiders on the 
South Side. So I, it's just sad to see this high school go and I was actually thinking about what it’s 
going to be like when it's time for a high school reunion. So I think about that a lot. Um, I have so 
much to say based off of everything you're saying. A couple of things. One, uh, this idea that people 
could have had different experiences than you. I mean you said it yourself, that when you went to 
high school you kind of blocked out the BS because you were like, I have a goal. I'm here to learn. I 
want to do the best that I can. Do you think it's possible other students who didn't have that kind of 



drive would not take advantage of the good teachers that they had and kind of blow stuff off? You 
know what, actually, it is a few students like me that had that mindset. Like I said, the other girl, um, 
I mentioned that I became friends with, her name was, her name is Tara Tinsdale. She had the kind 
of mindset too. That's why she was a top student because I think she kind of blocked out some of 
the BS as well. I mean, she hung with certain girls at the school, but that didn't—It’s like, I feel no 
matter what's going on around, you can't really let, whatever’s going on in school or even outside the 
school stop you from learning. Me growing up I carried a lot of stuff on my back. Um, as far as, uh, 
personal problems, dealing with family members. Dealing  from moving back to back, back and 
forth, being ages 15 through 19 at Robeson High School, especially 16, 17, and 18, those was the 
pivotal times. It was critical times, stuff I was going through in my life. That's why I was like, you 
know what I'm like, it gotta be somebody somehow that gotta break the barrier because I'm not 
about to drop out of high school. I’m gonna have my high school diploma, you have to have some 
basic skills out here to make it because if you don't--“Lean On Me” is my favorite new movie and 
says if you don't have these basic skills going to find yourself locked out and I do take that with me 
and that's why “Lean On Me” as my favorite movie because it reminds me of high school. And that 
may be a 1980s movie when I am a nineties baby. But I can relate because I know some people look 
at me today and they was like, yeah, you know, you was a real good student. High school really 
wasn't really any trouble. No, I wasn't. So that's why I am a top student because I stayed focused and 
I don't think I was the only one who had that mindset and that goal to not only do the best you can 
in high school and graduate and go to college and be what you want. It was a great few of us. You 
know, some people, you know, you know, that that's on them. I was like if you can go to Robeson 
high school to make it and some of the neighborhood high school you can make it anywhere. So I 
don't think I was the only one who had that mindset at to say, look, forget this, I'm about to get up 
out of here. Who wants to go to, who wants, actually, when it come to summer school, who wants 
to stay in summer school in high school in a hot building, because Robeson, if you look at it, the 
windows did not open. Only the sunlight came through those kinds of windows and you was lucky 
if it was a fan in there. Actually it was fans up in there. I'm not going to say that, you know, so I 
mean, um, I just shout out to all high school students. Do the best you can. If you want to go to a 
certain college, go, save money. Uh, you know, to stick around those individuals, those people who 
you know is going to have your back. And talk up for you and stand up for you. And even brag on 
you because I had the same thing with me.  
 
16:00 
 
EA: Um, earlier you said this idea, you said, um, you were going through some difficult things 
personally and outside of school while you were in high school. I don't want to pry, but if you're 
willing to share any of those things for our listeners, I would love to know. 
 
KR: It was a lot going on, but you, even though I could try to find something which one of these 
things to talk about. Um, I just want to tell myself personally and for people to hear. I'm very strong. 
I have an uncle. He know, he knows I'm very strong. I remind him of his mother, my grandmother. 
So I'm strong, when I look back at stuff I went through. I laugh about it, I can cry about it. I could 
get angry about it, I could joke about it, but I was just going through basically family that became 
very jealous and envy for what? I would love to know why, you know, they won't tell me, but it's just 
that I just wanted to be better and I just wanted to do better. Like I'm looking around, it's like I 
don't want to end up like this, look at this shit around here it's bullshit, like I don't want to end up 
like this. Like I didn't get pregnant when I was um, in high school. Yes I had sex early, at 15. But at 
the end of the day I still protected myself. I still watched out for stuff. I still paid attention to sex 



education. I still watched my surroundings. When I was a teenager, I still went to class and did my 
homework and stayed up learning that advanced Algebra with Trig. Shout out to Miss Barnes again 
cause I wanted that A in that class. I still did things I was supposed to do and it's just like, I was the 
opposite of most people out here with the school. Got the grades, did what I had to do. I wasn't a 
spoiled child. I didn't always get what I wanted. I got things, but I didn't get what I wanted and I 
mean my mother used to say, well you supposed to do what you supposed to do, but I feel there's 
nothing wrong with rewarding the child for doing what they supposed to do. If y'all stressed taking 
your ass to school and doing what you supposed to do and you see me doing that, then why isn't the 
congratulations and the reward greater then if I bring a damn D or F in the house, I'm getting my 
ass whooped. I'm getting popped. I’m getting hit in the head. I'm getting popped in the mouth and 
the face, anything, it was just backwards to me. It just like I could go back to my junior year. It was 
report card pickup. I'm 17 years old, at least 17 going on 18 and I brung all A’s home, I mean, I 
didn't have to show my aunt that was taking care of me at the time, um, the username and password 
to go in and look at my grades on a computer because I know what I'm going to get. And then, you 
know, growing up Black when it comes to report card, not progress report, when it comes to report 
card. Oh. And especially in the month of November, oh, it's on. For some reason, November is on. 
So I just knew that teachers, no teacher was going to say Oh Keisha's this and that. I'm in high 
school, like I'm wise enough, I'm grown enough, I'm going to say, look, this is what's going on and 
you know, I'm not going to get my ass whooped or anything like that. So when I was in high, I mean 
grammar school, you know, talking back or whatever. So when she came in the house around the 
progress, I mean, the report card back, I asked her, what did the teacher say? Nothing, you know, 
keep it up. Good job. That's all. That's the way she said it. And I looked at my report card and I 
already knew these was my grades. But you had another family member who was like, oh, that's your 
report card. I said, yeah, because I had a cousin, she was in the same grade as me. She got like all A's, 
B's and C's. I got straight A's. So that's right now I'm the top student in the class. So. And you 
know, you got that jealous person that basically you got some who didn't even go to high school 
after eighth grade. You got some they complete 6th, 8th grade. You got some who dropped out after 
the 10th grade, 11th grade. And I can say my mother, she went to Morgan Park High School, great 
high school back in her day. But then she transferred to Finger High School. See, high schools was 
different back then than now. So, um, she went to 11th grade. But my other grandmother passed 
away when I was two, her mother, so she had been the oldest child. She had to look out for her 
siblings. So understand my mother, she didn't finish. Very smart woman, and you got those family 
members, I'm like, what happened? Like, what was going on to where y'all just said fuck it. And then 
a whole lot of things went on. It just wasn't having kids early and other things happening, you know, 
that really not bad. Then you got the drugs. And then you got alcohol. Then you just--the streets 
back in them days. And I'm like, Naw, some people, y'all could've been this. Some of y’all could've 
been on the Chicago Bears. I have, my mother told me I had a cousin that could have been on the 
Chicago Bears and I'm like, what happened? You smart, you run fast. What happened? Drugs. So it's 
a lot of stuff that took a toll on people back then, in those days in my family. Although the family 
was a tight knit at the time. I'm like, man, life could be different if uh y'all just finished and I'm like, 
at least get your high school diploma. Finish. Please get your high school diploma. What do you 
want to go to trade school or you want to go to a regular college in the city, then do two years? I 
look back and I say, look, I wish I coulda did two years and then went off to school because, and it's 
a lot of things I wish that, that could have been taught in the home and in the classroom when it 
come to money, when it come to financial stability, uh debt, your credit score. A lot of stuff that we 
catching up today as Black people today and I'm like, man, yes, and then they wonder why a lot of 
us, um, a lot of us are doing real for ourselves in this generation, some still catching up, but I just 
want to let people know like no matter what was the circumstances growing up and people being 



jealous for some odd reason about you getting an education, which I suppose would be simple, you 
supposed to be pushing me up and not bringing me down and telling me like, look, I did this shit, I 
don't want you to end up like this. You can be whatever, I'm gonna push you. And that's what 
people need in a Black family. If you don't get that, somebody else is going to step up. And I don't 
want people to get mad when other people step up for this individual, this student who you know 
has a bright future, who feels he or she know they could be the best they can.  
 
22:00 
 
EA: You mentioned that you were pregnant when you were 15. No. Oh, you said you didn't get 
pregnant. 
 
KR: I didn't get pregnant. No, no. I'm 26 years old right now. Just made 26 last month, actually on 
the sixth. And it feels good not to be one of those, um, high school girls who got pregnant or, you 
know, some bad things happen. I said, you know, I was given the resources not to get pregnant. 
That's all. But I'm glad because I'm like, you know what, I would've been mad at myself knowing 
that I could be having fun going to school, homecoming, all of that. And I got this baby because at 
the end of the day the responsibility is on you. You got families out here who support their child if 
they, he or she get pregnant or you know, make a baby. You got some families out here who don't 
get the support. So I'm proud of myself. I'm glad that yes, I can get pregnant if I want to right now. 
But then? No, it wasn't happening. So. 
 
EA: You were focused on school.  
 
KR: Exactly. I really was. 
 
EA: Um, can you describe for me any assignments, like particular assignments that you had in your 
classes that you felt like really activated your, your, like, learning experience and have stuck with you 
since high school? 
 
KR: It was probably, um, English class, probably English class. Um, I had Miss Kraft shout out to 
Miss Kraft and Mrs. Goiter, Mrs. G, we called her Mrs. G, some people can't pronounce the name. 
It was writing class, um, because I went to Western Illinois University and I got my degree in 
journalism and I majored in creative writing and African-American studies. So anything that 
involved writing helped me a lot. Learning how to proofread and having my sources and supporting 
my ideas, you know about whatever I'm talking about in my papers, that really helped me through 
high school. Um, because growing up and going to school period I had back and forth problems in 
math, but when it came to high school I was pretty decent in math so I pat myself on the back for 
that. But anything that was reading and writing and history related helped me a lot. So, um, yeah, I 
had fun in those classes, but I do have a memory um that really pissed me off when I was a senior. It 
was this guy, I'm not going to say his name, but he know who he is, if he were to listen to this. I 
think it was a paper. I think it was like a last paper for the end of the year and uh, it was a whole lot 
of topics like you're getting taught how to do the paper, construct the paper, just pick a topic to talk 
about. OK. I decided to talk about same-sex marriage. Didn't know it was going to blow up today. 
Um, so I decided to talk about that. Um, because now knowing what I know today and feeling what 
I felt back then, accept everybody for who they are regardless of what your, what you dislike and 
what's your opinion. Just respect people and they'll respect you. So I did a paper on same-sex 



marriage and having AP class, um, some people may pick the same topic, some don't. And I 
remember having a rough draft probably saved on a computer. 
 
25:22 
 
EA: I'm going to actually close this door because I can hear the fan. OK, so rough draft on the 
computer. 
 
KR: It was saved in the in Robeson, so it was like the library and I didn't even know that I saved it 
on a computer. Cause you know you can save a lot of things on the computer, you know, you got to 
put your name on it, put it in a folder, but somehow I left it on a computer and I know I'm rough 
drafting and I'm rough drafting and I got all my sources. I got my note cards, whatever being taught 
in the classroom to have the perfect paper, final draft as best you can. Um it was this guy, I guess he 
took the paper. I guess he had the same topic as I did and you should know. People should know by 
now. You have those teachers who don't play games. You know those teachers who smart and who 
knows who write like what. If they been teaching for a while you can't tell them shit, so for this guy 
to go and use this rough draft. I'm not even on that level anymore. And I'm doing another draft 
before I get to my final draft, he decided to put his name on it and turn it in to the same teacher 
because there's you know it's different classes, different students. And I can't believe she didn't 
notice. It took a while for her to notice that, oh, like I'm going to give you an F, and then she, 
because she pulled me out the classroom and I'm like, what's going on? And um, because I think she 
graded us, she gave us a rubric. I think 900 was like an A. You know, you got different kinds of 
grade scales. And then like under 500 or something like that was an F. So she pulled me outside and 
she was like, showed me my paper and I’m like, what’s this, she said it’s your paper, and I got an F. 
Then, you know, I was talking and talking. I probably don't remember every exact word, but I'm 
letting her know, like that's not his paper, that's my rough draft. These are my sources. If he can’t 
prove what the hell I can prove about having my paper, my sources, and my citations, you should 
know off the top. That's not his paper. That's not his shit. Like this is my final grade. And I think 
that's another reason why I could've been a top student. Cause she gave me a B. All A's and a B 
during my senior year because I had a 3.83. So I'm proud of that still. But like, he kind of messed me 
up and I was pissed off about that. So like, do you know how hard it is working on the 10 page 
paper in high school? We didn't have the 20 pages yet. We had the 10 pages. It works for me, but 
I'm like, be smart, you know, that's not how he talked and he didn't write this. You have proof that I 
have my rough draft. You should have all these papers in your folder somewhere for you to know 
that she wrote this and he didn't write this. So when she gathered all of that up and it was lunchtime 
and I remember he had like the meanest look on his face like he was, like he was pissed off.  
 
EA: Everybody knew what was going on because they looking at you like why would you do this? 
Like why would you steal her rough draft, her paper and stuff like that. And I got pissed off because 
she was telling me don't go off, don't say nothing, and stuff like that. So I think she gave me a B, I 
don’t remember, as far as the rubric wise was, she gave me maybe between a seven and eight 
hundred, I don't know, but I was pissed off because I'm working hard and I'm not. That's plagiarism 
and being a writer, I know what that's like. If I, going to Western I'd have done that I would have 
got kicked out. I would've got, I got, I would've gotten in grave trouble, so I think she gave him a 
failing grade for now, but that pissed me off about my paper. So, um, but other than that, yeah, 
that's what really stood to me. 
 



KR: But that's important. You write and that's good, but do not steal anybody's work. That's why 
you were taught to paraphrase or you know something. Yeah, you're right. He didn't even do that. 
He just took what I wrote with his name on it. So that was a memory I won't forget in Robeson 
High School. Like I said, I won't shout his name out, but um, he knew he was wrong for it. And um, 
he had a sibling that was in the same class but he did a different topic and he asked me for help and 
I helped him and his paper was successful. So you know who you are. I'm not going to say your 
name. You know I was pissed off. I couldn't believe that, everybody knew about it. And it was the 
same thing with a math paper. Miss Kim Bowman. She knew this boy, this boy put his name on the 
paper and that was a math lesson I was working on that I was really struggling in and I got, you 
know that assignment, when you work hard for it, you pass and Miss Bowman used to give you 
strips of paper of incomplete or you didn't complete it. I was getting the same strip back. So if I, 
because some people's getting sheets back like that. So I'm like, why am I getting this one strip back 
saying like it's incomplete or it’s missing or something like that. This same assignment. And then she 
finally realizing and looked at it. She pulled me outside of the classroom. She said, don't get mad, I 
say--because I got a right to get mad. She said, what? She said, because I know what happened to 
your homework, and then she told me, I got pissed off, another boy. There's no female stealing my 
work. This is a guy, another guy, and I know who you are, too, I’m not gonna forget you neither, put 
his name on my paper because math is in pencil. But after that I had to start putting my name in pen 
because I wouldn't have it no more. Not a Paper Mate pen, a actual pen as in my name's not going 
to come off. And she looked at it and she, uh, you know, recognize the handwriting and she was 
like, don't, don't, don't, don't, don't blow up, don't get mad or whatever, I know who did it. And 
then she ended up giving him a failing grade for right now. I think it was like third period, a quarter, 
third period, you know, it's getting critical cause the fourth period is coming. I got pissed. I’m like, I 
was like number two and three in that class, my math class. Now I can't be no more because you 
took my homework. So like I said, I worked hard as best I could in high school. Um, and, and when 
you steal my work that pisses me off and stuff like that. So Miss Bowman was like, don't worry 
about it Miss Ruth. 
 
KR: Don't worry about it. I'm taking care of it. You still got an A or whatever, you know, but don't, 
don't blow up. I'm like, all right, but I still gotta write the snap. Once I got to lunch again, I'm like, 
Nah, y'all stealing work. All you do is ask me. There's nothing wrong with asking for help. And then 
you go into that black tray and you stealing homework. That ain't cool. But yeah, she still passed me 
anyway. So teachers are smart. They know what's the hand-writing. If they've been around a long 
time, they know what you're right, like, and they know what you're talk like and what you type like. 
So don't get it twisted with the teachers. They know what they're talking about.  
 
31:48 
 
EA: Totally. Yeah. The good teachers, they know students. They know what students can do. Um, 
what was the name of that English teacher? Just really quick  
 
KR: The English teacher I had, her name was, I had two of them. It was like  
 
EA: The senior, The senior year one  
 
KR: Mrs. Kraft. I’m not going to forget her neither. .  
 
EA: What about your friend group? What did you guys like to do in school or out of school? 



 
KR: Well when you talk about friends being in the group, like I knew people, people knew me, but I 
just knew just like college, I knew the people I can talk around, chill around, go to the party, be 
around, and those that was too cliqued up where like I knew them, they knew me, but like, y’all not 
my kind of crowd. So I mean like I knew people everywhere. Like I come to lunch, people will sit by 
me, sometimes I'll come and sit by them. You know, I wasn't that person sitting in the back. 
Actually, it was cool to sit anywhere when it came to Robeson, the back or the front, know what I'm 
saying. You had, you know, I, I wouldn't say I was a lame lame like I wasn’t lame, but I was my own 
person. I was my own leader. They knew when it came to me, like, I wasn't with the BS, you know, I 
was fighting, I was fighting anybody but only just had one fight. I got jumped but you know, you're 
not going to run me out the school. But I mean, when it came to friends, people was cool. I mean, I 
wasn't a cheer starter. I don't like bullies at all. I don't like troublemakers and you know, I was always 
sitting back watching the fights. I was knowing what was going on. 
 
EA: Can you. 
 
KR: But I just, friends? It was just hearing that “Hi” “bye” “what's up” class, but it wasn't really that 
group clique. So I was just me. That’s all I could be.  
 
EA: Can you describe the experience of the fight?  
 
KR: Oh, my personal fight? I never forget it. I mean, OK, I got jumped. It was my freshman year, it 
was two period Algebra class and I had Miss Carlton, I'll never forget her, but when I got jumped 
she wasn't there. And it's always stuff happening when the teachers is not there. 
 
EA: You got jumped in the classroom? 
 
KR: Yes, I did. It was like a one on one and it became a jump. It was two sisters. They, they jumped 
me, um, 
 
33:59 
 
EA: With the substitute teacher in the room? 
 
KR: I think, um, I think she was there. Um, and it was crazy because my cousin, my male cousin, he 
had just left. So you can tell, like I said at these times, the teacher's not here and the class was 
booming. Everybody in the class, I just remember cause it was cold until, you know, they want to 
start shit for some reason. I don't know, I wasn't friends with this girl. We was cool and I don't 
know what was on her mind. Just like, you know, those females or those guys? That they'd be in the 
hallway and they just talking shit and they just, be just thinking they hard and all that. You got to 
show them look this ain't what you want over here. So I don't know, she just started problems with 
me and  
 
EA: What did she say?  
 
KR: Ah, I forgot the conversation but I just remember she was running up and I sliced her in the 
face, uh, with scissors and um, and we fought and then her sister jumped. So yeah, she was bleeding. 
But um, I didn't get arrested. I didn't get in trouble, I thought I was going to get arrested, but it was 



so quick, like you couldn't have seen it if you was in that group of people. So I don't know, you 
know, just the starters, just people who's just thinking they run the school or whatever you want to 
call it, you want to be the hardest. You got this loud mouth and stuff like that. So you know you're 
going to get shut down if you was dealing with me. So you know, it's just like I wasn't really the type 
of person that was scared of anything. It's just that I just wasn't with the BS. Meaning like I'm not 
finna start nothing with you. I'm not finna just disrespecting disrespect you in, you know, just be 
hard off the top. Like I can beat yo ass through the school, like I attack anybody. Nah. I was me, I 
was cool. They knew I was a girl with a big butt or whatever or the long hair the big hair, whatever. 
I'll take that all day. But then you disrespecting me starting shit then it's a problem. So OK, we 
fought, her sister jumped me and you know, we got broken up by security and all her kiki braids 
came out and that was, that was the same month I was 16 because I can go back. I remember this I 
had my cute feather wrapping my head was my long, long hair and you know, I can actually honestly 
say as a woman being on birth control your head gets--my. Sorry, your hair gets long but the dead 
hair comes out. So as I'm fighting some of this hair is shedding, but that's OK because it's gonna 
come out anyway. So you know, I'm fighting, and I see her kiki braids in the garbage, and I'm like 
damn. I'm like damn, I got her. But we got broken up by security and it was the two period. So it's 
fifth and sixth. The sixth bell ring and I'm downstairs and my cousin walked past, like I said, had a 
lot of cousins that went there, something like “Keisha, why you downstairs?” I'm like, “I just got 
through fighting” now. “Who you got through fighting?” Everybody asking me and I'm pointing to 
the bitches over there, you know, them folk down, and they don't even, I can't wait to go home and 
tell my people because it's, oh, I can't wait to tell everybody else. Um, so after that they got a 10 day 
suspension and when they came off of suspension they will still talking stuff. So I was prepared 
every time in Robeson. Like I said, I can look back. I say I did work, I was involved, I did that. But 
when it came to fight and I was prepared, they didn't kick that off until the last day of school. So I 
was the type of person that say, why do you want to wait til the last day of school to kick it off? We 
got each and every other day before school get out. Remember it’s March, you got June, June school 
finna get out. So I ain't look all right. This what y'all want. OK. I say if you want to fight, make sure 
you eat, brush your teeth, wash your face first or something like that. Because I wasn't, I was ready. I 
had my whole crew going down 69th and Stewart and people was like, what're you going? I'm like, 
y'all know what I'm finna do. I don't, I don't see nothing. I don't hear nothing. That mean I'm totally 
blacked out, I'm about to get you. So we like chased him off of 70th and Princeton and they didn't 
never come back. I had my whole crew with me. So that was critical because the people who knew 
me knew my last name, knew my brother and sister went there because my sister had some crazy 
fights. My brother had some crazy fights going to the school and they knew like aw they done 
messed with the wrong sibling. Like this last name they heard, they knew it was on. So that was the 
only fight I actually had in Robeson high school.  
 
EA: And that happened you said in March?  
 
KR: March of 2008. I'll never forget. I was 16.  
 
EA: And that was your freshman year or sophomore year?  
 
KR: Freshman year.  
 
EA: And so it happened in March and then going, they came back after 10 days. You said you were 
suspended too. How long were you suspended?  
 



KR: No, I didn't get suspended. They got suspended because I me declared that they jumped me. 
They actually really did jump. I stood my ground, kicked they ass, but they, they got a 10 day 
suspension. I didn't get the 10 day suspension. Yeah, that was March, 2008. So after they came back 
off of 10 day suspension, they were still talking mess and you know, giving signs and signals and 
stuff like that. So I wasn't worried about it. It didn't throw me off. I still passed with a 3.1 GPA my 
freshman year. So I didn't worry about that report card. I didn't really worry about getting yearbook. 
I was trying to kick some ass. So that was my goal for the day and have a good day after that, 
because my brother graduated that year. My older brother, he graduated from high school that year. 
So. 
 
EA: So basically. OK. So March, the fight happens. March through June, you're like being alert. 
You're like, you're ready last day of school, you're like, OK, it's on. Bring your crew down the street. 
Chase them away and it's never, they never mess with you again. 
 
KR: They, I don't see them anymore. They don't come back. Actually her sister, cause it's crazy 
when you got siblings, Her sister I heard actually was supposed to graduate during that same year 
because my older brother graduated that year. But she didn’t, I don’t know what happened grade 
wise. I don't know. But um, they never came back. They... 
 
39:35 
 
EA: To the school?  
 
KR: Nope, they never came back. I didn't know why, but I think they ended up going to the suburbs 
somewhere. I'm just going to give what I think, you know, where they ended up relocating to 
another school. I don't know, but I never seen them again. I thought I would see them my 
sophomore year. Of course the other older sister. I'm not going to see because she's supposed to 
have graduated, but the sister that I fought that I was in school with, which is the same grade as me, 
I don't see her anymore. So I'm like, OK, whatever, but, I was thinking to myself at that time I was 
like, if I see her again, I'm kicking ass. But today, you know, I'm a little, I'm older so I'm like I ain't 
going to forget it, but I'm not worried about it today because I want to get you back like--This what 
you want? OK, I'm going to give you what you're looking for. But it was crazy time. I still had fun. I 
still had fun at Robeson, people out there know that they know how Robeson was, how it got. it was 
fun to good times. Bad Times. They, they, they knew who to mess with. They knew who not to 
mess with. Today I feel I'll be real, extremely aggressive if I was walking through those halls. I think 
it'd be way worse.  
 
EA: Do you think that that's. Yeah. Do you think that that's like a positive learning environment? I 
mean you had to watch your back from March to June. That's huge.  
 
KR: I watched my back, but it wasn't like, I wasn't like, woo, like looking over my shoulder type, 
nah. It would just, I, I was just ready that alert, like saying I'm ready, like, I got my guard up, but I 
can still laugh and have a good day at the same time. It wasn't like that, oh, like they got me shook 
because no, like you done made my blood boil so I'ma watching out for you every day. Lunch, 
hallway, class, gym, whatever, you know, yeah, no, they didn't have me shook, but it's just like they 
just keep talking. I'm like, y'all, I'm ready. Like what's the talking for, you gonna kick it off, kick it 
off, you know, squad up or whatever you're going to do. But I mean, like I said, either way, like I 
said, it was fun in that school. Like the learning environment was still a learning environment, but 



you just had those individuals, I mean, period. It's self-explanatory, It's high school ,people gonna 
try you, people going to do all kinds of shit. So I wasn't worried about that after that.  
 
41:45 
 
EA: That's very cool. Um, how did you get to school?  
 
KR: OK, well, let's see. Freshman year, you know I walked to school. So when I was at Robeson I 
stayed on 70, 70th--71st and Yale. So I walked down 71st, you know, you just cut the blocks, you 
know, 69th is not that far from 71st. So I walked to school I walked back and stuff like that, but 
seeing, yeah, I moved somewhere else and I was getting a ride to school. But yeah, basically walked 
to school, you know some people took the bus to high school, you know. So I did a lot of walking, 
that's how I stayed in shape in high school. I was walking. 
 
EA: Very cool. Um, what, uh, what was your favorite class or your favorite extracurricular activity? 
Could you also say which things, I think you said earlier, but what, what things outside of classes did 
you do at Robeson?  
 
KR: I would have to go back every year and figure out which was my favorite class. But um, I'll just 
repeat it again. I was a cheer doll. Became a cheer doll, so that's cheerleading, you know, dance 
squad my senior year because I was looking like I'm like these girls, they got attitudes and I'm not 
trying to be on the cheerleading team or some people know that I danced. I've been dancing ever 
since I was little, but I didn't want to be on a team full of girls with bitchy ass attitudes. I didn't want 
to deal with that and make up some new dances and it's cool, you know it’s raw, everybody knows 
you, but it needs to be a change of heart on this team or something like that. So I was cheer doll, 
um, I was a president of NHS junior and senior, national honor society. I was on debate team but I 
wasn't on the decathlon team. So I'm like, nah, I quit. But I did a good job. Um, what else? I was 
like, I was a peer leader. I was a part of Imagine Englewood. that's an organization that still up 
today. I'm in the Inglewood neighborhood. Um, I haven't been back at the organization, it’s been a 
while. Um, as far as Robeson High School, being back, I haven't been back since I left, but that 
same year that I graduated, I could've went back and gave like some, you know, um, you know, my 
college experience and stuff like that when it come to finals, you can't go back. So you gotta wait 
until I come back and talk to the Kenwood High School kids about that. But as far as that, um, yeah, 
I was involved, I did a lot of stuff at Robeson, but those are the things I can remember. My favorite 
class, I would have to think back, like I say, OK, senior year AP class, it was booming, although that 
happened. It was still cracking and yeah, I had my favorite teachers, you know, matter of fact my 
favorite teachers, especially when it came to Christmas parties or some kind of um, holiday or 
whatever, you know, you got the good teachers that bring the food and it's on. Everybody coming 
to visit the class. So, um, as a top student I was able to get a lot of stuff and I used to like about high 
school, I had my teacher, Miss Kraft, I had her one time for a class, not just senior year. Um, if you 
get four pieces of candy or whatever, that let you know you got an A, you've got three pieces of 
candy, you got a B, and you know what happens after that. So I used to love that about high school, 
they did that um. So I mean, um, I'll say it was a favorite, favorite class. I don't remember the exact 
class, but AP Class was fun.  
 
EA: What about junior year? 
 



KR: Um, my junior year, my junior year, cause it's funny, I have all of my high school IDs. I didn't 
let none of them go. I actually showed my mother, she said “Ooo, that’s you” because I actually like 
my junior and senior year picture better on my id because my freshmen sophomore year picture it's 
the same, a ponytail, a bang, like what was I thinking freshman year. But um, I'll say junior year, I did 
love advanced Algebra with Trig. I did like that math. 
 
45:19 
 
EA: What did you like about it? Like Algebra and Trig are some of the hardest classes to get 
through. What did you like about it?  
 
KR: I did, but I had a great teacher though since that was a class that I actually stayed up at night 
and I'm, you know, make sure I took the book home and practice and make sure I got this stuff 
right. Um, it was a fun class. The teacher, the kids in the class, we basically all helped each other. 
Um, although we took pictures on phone and you know, we was chill in the class, we still did our 
work because every time I came into class and it was a problem to be on a board, you know, before 
the bell ring and you know, time to complete the problem. I come in class, they know all, you know, 
this answer what’s your answer, right? I want to see your answer. No wait till I get done. It was fun. 
It was fun, that, that's all I could remember about Robeson though. We had some cool kids up in 
there, everybody just, you know, helping each other. You may might have a little competition about 
each other and Robeson high school, but when it comes to certain classes it was fun. The learning 
environment was fun to the point where, you know, the teachers really do want you to learn, give 
you advice, giving you some tips. So it was pretty cool.  
 
EA: It sounds like kind of like a fun competitive learning environment--  
 
KR: Despite fights and fire drills and all kinds of other stuff.  
 
EA: What about, um, favorite classes, freshmen and sophomore year, Can you remember any?  
 
KR: Oh, freshman year. Oh, freshman year. Oh my God, well I love lunch. Fifth period lunch, if 
you have fifth period lunch during freshman year, you know, it was booming. The food was even 
good back then. So... 
 
EA: How is the food different from, from fourth to fifth to sixth? 
 
KR: You know what, it’s just like, I don't know, because fifth period is just at the right time. It was 
the afternoon and it wasn't early. It wasn’t too late. It was at the right time. It was just booming. 
Everybody you knew that was cool would have fifth period lunch and you know the 6th period 
always thought they was better. No, fifth period where it was. I don’t know. I had fifth period and 
then after my years I had third period all my sophomore, junior, senior year, but fifth period was 
cool. Everybody was in there. The pizza, like I said, my older brother was, he was still there. The 
pizza was better, the fries was better, you know, the juices and everything was better. It’s just like 
when time went on, the food was like, what the hell? I don't know what they was doing back there, 
but um, you know, people were selling stuff, you know, you got Italian beef, the chips and cheese 
and the pickles and all that candy and you know, I was the snack queen up in there. Ask some 
people they didn't know I was bringing my shit up in Robeson like, I ain't care. But one time I had 
security guard take my pineapple orange pop. My Wildwood pop. He didn't have to take my stuff 



though. I know who you is, Miller. He didn't have to take my pop but I was trying my best to have 
my stuff and push it through the metal detector and puts my shit like you always bring snacks up 
here. They like, can you bring me something tomorrow? And stuff like that. I've been bringing 
snacks since I was fourth, sixth grade. You could hear me chewing lemonades and hot flamings in 
sixth grade. I'm telling you. But um, it was good, you know, we was eating a little unhealthy, but I'm 
young so it don't matter right now. But um, but as far as the favorite class freshman year, I don’t 
remember. 
 
EA: Yeah so we've talked about food 
 
KR: Right, that was a class, that's food, um, that's time to hang. But I don't know. The whole classes 
was just, you know, that was just like regular classes. I don't think I had a favorite. I just went to 
class. 
 
48:43 
 
EA: Because as you mentioned freshmen and sophomore year, you're still kind of like figuring out, 
like--and you don't quite yet specialize. You don't quite necessarily start to go on this advanced track. 
You know, you mentioned that your app class, was it senior year, was your favorite and your 
advanced math, so it seems like the favorites were the ones where you were really challenged, you 
know, above your peers  
 
KR: Yeah sophomore year I had, um, honors classes too, I have four honors classes but, although 
this class was not, it was another math class sophomore year. This teacher, oh my name. Oh, I can't 
remember her name, but uh, everybody didn't like her. I actually ditched her class, this was geometry 
class. Oh my God. Mrs. Perkins. Oh my God, that's her name. I did not like her, but I still respect to 
her though. She gave me a D for geometry. I thought I was going to high school um summer school 
sophomore year, but a D is passing but it don't meet the standards, so still I didn't have to sit in the 
hot building for one class. So I got up out of that, but everybody ditched her class. one time she 
came looking for people. That's like the only class I ever ditched in Robeson high school was Mrs. 
Perkins.  
 
EA: What was bad about her class or her teaching style?  
 
KR: Her attitude was horrible. Attitude was horrible. I don't care if you did pass Mrs. Perkins class. 
People still didn't like her. Her attitude was ridiculous and she always slammed the book like “This’s 
what we ain't gonna do here baby.” And all that. And then you get taught don't smoke cigarettes 
growing up, and you'd see her smoking a cigarette. I remember somebody in the class asked her 
what did you do for winter break? I said “smoked a cigarette,” had the whole class laughing. It was 
so funny back then. But um, but yeah, it just, um, man, I remember for my first progress report. She 
gave me an F, she out of her mind, she gave me a F but then she passed me. That's why it's called an 
honors class. It is challenging. Um, I actually hated geometry, but I know you sitting here looking at 
me like, well dang you pass advanced Algebra with Trig because freshman year I had a two period 
Algebra, so whatever, dealing with Algebra I liked, but then the geometry and all that. No, I didn't 
like it like that. So she made me dislike geometry a lot. I like Trig or AP Calculus that, that was it. 
But that was a class that was funny and it was booming, but we ain’t like her like that. 
 



EA: It's harder. Geometry. Geometry is more proofs and stuff like that. It's different than Algebra 
and stuff.  
 
KR: I was, I was um, you know, friendly with Pythagorean theorem and stuff like that, but all that 
other shit. Nah, she just made it like not cool. And um, not fun or whatever. sometimes the learning 
environment do gotta be fun and it'll stick to you. You will get, it will be cool, you will be straight 
and you get into it, but for her you couldn't get into that shit.  
 
51:41 
 
EA: What has life looked like for you since leaving Robeson? 
 
KR: Ah, you know, after I left Robeson and I enjoy my summer and I went directly off to college 
college. So, um, but, um, like I said, I wish I would've came back to Robeson during the wintertime 
before school was out to speak to students about college and stuff like that. But, um, I've, I just 
never went back into Robeson High School period. I was ready to go, like I have my phone, but it's 
time to get up out of here. But life after Robeson-- 
 
EA: How do you feel like Robeson prepared you for life after? 
 
KR: You know what? Actually to be honest, Robeson could've prepared us a little bit more better 
than what they did. I'm not going to lie because preparing for the ACT, ooh they coulda did way 
more better. I felt like my score could have been a little bit more higher, but, um, it was enough to 
get me into some schools. But um, could have been way more. 
 
EA: Did you have a specific class where you focused on preparing for the ACT? 
 
KR: Well AP as far as the writing for me was good. Um, and just the reading, the math. The science 
was good because when I took the AP I did very good English and reading and stuff like that 
because growing up math was always a back and forth motion for me and stuff like that. But all the 
other tips and strategies, it could have been way more stronger and stuff like that because during my 
junior year class they, we prepared in the gym room and then we went somewhere else to prepare 
for the ACT. I just felt like the preparedness was sloppy on the teachers’ end and stuff like that. It 
was, it could have been way better than that.  
 
EA: So, um, but continue, uh, when you're, when you were at college, um, Western Illinois, right? 
Um, how, you know, you've already kind of touched on it, like you learned a lot of writing skills at 
Robeson that helped prepare you for your major. Um, in what other ways do you feel like your life 
in college and then post college has been influenced by your time at Robeson?  
 
KR: Because actually not just only Robeson, being a part of “Imagine Englewood If...” too because 
I was doing journalism media there as well. Writing newsletters and interviewing, telling stories and I 
even put some of my poetry in there. But yeah Robeson, as far as the writing class, that did help me 
then going into Western Illinois University. Um, it, it, did, it. Actually it did a pretty good job. I just 
felt just stuff--a lot of things could've been more, no matter what I did. And even today I think it's 
way, way better being post, you know, undergrad life, but going into college and high school, it 
could have been way more better. It just that, you know, I'm, I'm at a public high school and then 
you got charter high schools. Then you got these private high schools, you got these decent high 



schools. it just things could have been way more better. I do blame officials for that. Um, but things 
could have been way more better, it just, that's all I can say. It can be way more better. They could 
have gave us, it could've brung in more tutors, more help and they did provide tutoring sessions. 
They did do that. I did go to those, but it could have been more because when you getting taught 
and you prepare for this ACT, because remember we didn't, we're not taking the SAT. So you taking 
the ACT and you know, the top school is like a 36 I believe, so. And then you take this test, you're 
like, damn, do I remember this or did I take this or you know, and then you try to not only make 
sure you do a great job but you trying to get answers right. Trying to do it in the time and whatever. 
But um, all of these, it could have been more resources. Could've been more pushed harder and 
further. I even had an opportunity to practice with some other people, take a practice exam at um, I 
think it was Marist High School out there on 115th or something like that. One of those schools 
that start with a M. So I even try to practice at that school, but um, it could've been way better 
because when we practice, we actually took the ACT, they split us into certain groups up at 
Robeson. And they had top students. Then the next top class, and they split us up like that, but it 
could have been way more better. 
 
EA: It sounds like. Yeah. It sounds like you took advantage of every opportunity you could get to be 
better and learn. Um, but it wasn't, it still wasn't enough. 
 
KR: I really did took every opportunity that I could, whether it was dealing with that calculator for 
math. But— 
 
56:10 
 
EA: What calculator did you, uh, uh-- 
 
KR: Well, it's actually the calculator I think people still use today, it’s a Texas Instruments 
calculators. So as far as the pencil or pen, when it came to writing, you can tell me that the writing 
part was easy to me. I used to writing. Um, so yeah I did take every opportunity I could. It just could 
have been better as far as the school. It's a lot of stuff they could have upgraded on.  
 
EA: Earlier you said you initially wanted to go to someplace like Whitney Young or Julian or 
Simeon. It's interesting actually, I interviewed an alum from I think ’84, Keith Harris and he initially 
went to Whitney Young his freshman year and then transferred to Robeson and he said he actually, 
he liked the learning environment in Robeson better--granted you guys are decades apart, but this 
idea that he felt like he got more attention and more critical thinking skills from Robeson as 
opposed to Whitney Young. Do you ever think about that? Do you ever think, oh, like, you know, 
even though I wanted to go to other places, Robeson was able to give me a lot of the things that I 
needed.  
 
KR: I agree with him too, cause no matter what was happening, I still was able to get good grades as 
you can tell and be the best I could. Um, because I didn't apply for Whitney Young or Simeon. I’m 
like, I wanted to go to, but I did get accepted to CVS and Phillips High School because, um, I think 
I had family members who went to, um, yeah, I have family members who went to Phillips High 
School, so, but I agree with him. Robeson made me who I am today and I don't regret going to 
Robeson, like I said, although I didn't pick that school, I don't regret going to Robeson at all. I will 
always and forever be a part of Robeson High School forever. So I'm not going to let anybody 
degrade my school because you'd be surprised. A lot of these high schools in this city go through 



worser shit than what Robeson went through for real. Whether it was the cleanliness, whether it was 
the chairs in the classroom, whether it was overcrowded or was a small amount of people now, 
whether it was the teachers, whether you have security guards on bullshit, whether you fought the 
security guards, whether people was sleeping with students, whether you had a principal who was 
doing bullshit or whether he treated you like he was a student, all these things back and forth and 
I'm speaking the truth. You'd be surprised. A lot of these high schools really don't have, they didn't 
have that connection and that click like Robeson high school did. So when it comes to my high 
school today, I look at it like, Dang, what could I could have did as an alum because we had all of 
these board members going to these people talking about not closing our high schools down. You 
got TEAM Englewood, you got Hope, you got Harper. This money, this, all this money. 
$75,000,000 and I was looking on this website and I was looking at the amount of money it could 
took, it could take to rebuild these high schools. I'm like, all that money. I was like, it could go for 
two schools and I'm like, all that money could have been invested into all them schools to stay in it, 
stay in the neighborhood. And then I looked at this quote, I think Rahm Emanuel said it. He was 
like, we've been working with Englewood for 6 years, something in that nature. He said that I'd say 
six years. That's a damn lie. I say this, this neighborhood been around for the longest and I'm like, 
it's going to take it. It was, it should've been taken more six years, 10 years, 15 years to know that 
like you got people who live in these neighborhoods, you have people who um, you know, retired 
and they got houses in Englewood and people think they know Englewood, like they hear on the 
news and they really don't. Some people don't even know where Englewood is, where I live. They 
think that's Englewood. I say, no, you don't know what you're talking about. Get a map. Look at the 
neighborhoods in Chicago in line. Don't know what you're talking about. You sound dumb, it's not 
Englewood. That's South Shore. You've got Chatham. You've got Auburn-Gresham. That's 
Englewood, where my school is located at, you've got West Englewood. I say got a lot of people 
think they know. I said a lot of people wasn't, you know hearing about Englewood coming up until a 
lot of the bad stuff started happening and you've got a lot of other Black neighborhoods in the city 
that got it just as rough because we've got the South and East Sides kind of coincide with each other 
and stuff like that. But yeah. 
 
1:00:19 
 
EA: You mean West Sides? 
 
KR: Yeah. You got all the other Black any other Black neighborhood in this city. So I'm, I'm just 
saying it just like all that money that is finna take to build on that campus where my high school was 
like, it would've been better if y'all would've said, you know, kept it freshman through senior year, 
but y'all just gonna have freshmen and that's a waste of money and it's just a waste of time. I don't 
even know if they gonna I'm pretty sure they're going to knock the Robeson’s campus down. Why 
y'all just can't keep the name alive. Paul Leroy Robeson. Like I know everybody know what that man 
is and what he did back in his time when he was coming up. That man is a phenomenal man for 
from an actress to all of that. So I just say keep that man name alive. School was built 
September, ’77. I started there September 2007. So keep that name alive and then you got TEAM, 
you got Harper. I think that's the one that been around the longest, almost what, 100 years? Y’all 
could've kept that school open as well, you got a lot of great alumni, alumni, people who went to 
these high schools and you don't understand or they feel just as bad as I do because like I said, in 
their review, if they don't do what's right now, they're going to shut it down. But now I don't want 
my high school to go. That's my high school. You can, you could easily have some people say, well, 
that's not my high school. It ain't my high school being touched, but come on now that sounding 



ignorant and it sounding like you don't care. These still your Black kids, your Black students, your 
Black future leaders and you sitting around here talking about but it ain’t your school, but you can't 
tell me that you ain't affected by this change that they've finna throw in this neighborhood like that. 
I'm very happy for Jackson Park, uh, Obama Library, he's from here. He was the president. Stop 
hating on that, support it, bring something else to the South Side. People hate. And I just feel like 
they never really cared for the side of the city. Anyway. I just, that's my opinion. They give stuff to 
the other neighborhoods, but they don't care about this neighborhood and I really don't like that at 
all. So, um, for them to be shutting down the school and wasting all that money and we telling them 
don't do it, it's feel like, it's feel like I could tell you all day how I feel and you still gonna do what 
you want to do. It’s just like a relationship, just like anything. I'ma express myself all day, but you're 
not going to care one bit, not to change your mind to reconsider something. And for y'all to just 
keep it at freshmens. No, why you just can’t put it at four years. Then I would've been like, alright, 
OK, I see something, you know, that they're trying to do, but all that money and all the bribery and 
all the bullshit that was going on, that's why they probably couldn't, you know, uh, fund these 
schools the way they wanted to. But it's still an excuse. Come on now, I don't even know what to 
believe no more when it comes to Rahm Emanuel. Well, even when it comes to the aldermans in 
this neighborhood, they probably don't give a damn in Englewood. Area code like 60621. Whoever 
that alderman is, I forgot his name. Things change. I don't know if he the same alderman. 
Everything from, from Rahm Emanuel to the officials to the board. All of these people, y'all just 
steal money. Y'all got these positions. Y'all don't really give a damn like that.  
 
KR: So, only people that's going to help the neighborhood is the people itself that are living in this 
neighborhood. So if we got to keep marching and talking about it then so be it. But y'all just want to 
take a neighborhood like Englewood and do what the fuck y'all want to do to it. And y'all think it 
ain't gonna affect us. And it is. You got these kids, they're going to go into these different 
neighborhoods, these different schools and it's going to be um, rivals, it’s going to be whole kind of 
stuff happening. And we trying to warn y'all now. We trying to tell them about that now that is 
going to happen and just watch and see it play out. But I'm sad to see my high school go. So. 
 
EA: You've already kind of touched on it. Like you said, it would be good if the new school kept the 
old school's name, Robeson High School. 
 
KR: And freshmen through--and freshman through senior year. Then I would've been like, well OK, 
we're getting somewhere, but why is it a lot of 75 mil? Woof, that's a lot of money.  
 
EA: Yeah. And it's only going to new incoming freshmen. That does seem like a very strange thing 
to do. 
 
KR: And I'm trying to figure out, will these kids, because whether it's uh—cause these schools used 
to be overcrowded. When I went the Robeson, I say it was damn near 500 freshman for a freshman 
class. My class of 2011 being at 2007, it was a good 500 of us, close to 500. So you can imagine how 
many students it was for each grade level. School was packed, yeah, the classes was packed for, at 
least about 30 to 40 students in each class. But of course over the years that number bounced back 
and forth, then it declined as far as my graduating class. But that's something you want. Kids want to 
go there, but then you got people who stay in the neighborhood, they want to be here. You know, 
some kids, they really want to go to Robeson and you know, some, you know, they ain't had no 
choice like I did. I didn't want to go there, but um now it's declined because you got the 
neighborhood is bad. They're not patrolling like they should and people who live there, y'all need to 



start going to meetings, talk to y'all aldermen, clean up the neighborhood patrol the neighborhood. 
You got some blocks that got um, uh, the block clubs. Keep that going, cause block clubs mean, 
we're not tolerating this shit on our block no matter where you come from. So they need to start 
doing that in their neighborhood. If they would've did that sooner, then things wouldn't be so bad. 
But then you got the generation like me that's out of high school, that's gone. You've got this new 
generation coming up with all the bullshit out here. It's a way different ballgame, a way different 
story. So they need to come out with a strategy on how to make sure these kids stay in school. You 
got some smart kids, no matter if it's 2000 students or 100 students, them kids still smart that's still 
going to my high school and the rest of those high schools in that area. So it's going to be sad to see 
that a high school go, I don't want it to go, I don’t even want the building to go, but they need to 
come up with something. Keep the name. Why you just can't keep freshmen through fourth? And 
then my other question is like why is it the kids that still go there, can they still attend the school?  
 
1:06:00 
 
EA: They can't, which doesn't make any sense to me.  
 
KR: It's really going to be a bigger problem now because now I have--that’s why I'm like, it's just like 
the gentrification to me because why are you pushing me out? Like I'm a freshman, and my 
sophomore year is next year and I can't be there. So now I got to pick another school I gotta deal 
with. I could be getting to know why--this is my school. I could be getting to know other new 
students that's coming to my school, now I got to go to some other school, so you mean to tell me 
it's like now these schools, most of these schools is predominantly Black, when I was going to 
Robeson you may have seen one white or maybe one Latina there, but it was predominantly Black at 
Robeson so now you're going to push me out of my neighborhood and you're going to make room 
for other kids to come, whether they Black, white, Hispanic, that um going to get all this because of 
the money. Everything is money, and I remember always seems to have a woodshop. They used to 
have everything up in that school and now you're going to bring all these kids here and I gotta 
pushed out of my neighborhood where I grew up and love and know so much for them to take the 
opportunity that I could be getting right here. Y'all could have put all that money into these schools. 
That's why I'm saying I'm like, I think he got to, Rahm got to go to. So if I was him that day, I 
would have marched in front of his North Side home too. Because you come here, you don't give a 
damn. You really don't. You don't really be caring about the South and West Side like that. Like they 
see on the news. So you don't care. Look, I don't care neither. You got to get the fuck out. You 
gotta go. 
 
EA: Agreed. Um, can you pick one of your most striking memories from Robeson or you maybe 
have already touched on it was it, was it? Yeah, if you've already touched on it just, don’t worry.  
 
KR: Just everything. Like I said, that's my school for life till I die. So whether it was good or bad, I 
remember everything. Yeah. I lost a few classmates or whatever. A few people that I knew that 
passed on even afterwards, but from all events, from the basketball games, to football games, to me 
cheering on the field to the debate team, to the national honor society to um, you know, or I had 
another favorite class, it was band class, too, my brother he was in a band there. So I wasn't on the 
band squad, I just played the drums, the symbols, and the bass drum. Um, I, it was fun, it was 
another fun class. Going through Robeson hallways. The bathroom whether it was clean or whether 
it was filthy. Anything to lunch, whether it was good, whether it was was nasty. And actually inside 
of Robeson High School with the lunch area. You had an area where you can sit outside and eat 



lunch. It was just like every--my school was very unique, unlike all these other schools. It was just, 
you just had fun. Whether the fire drills was wrong and you've got people pulling the fire drills and 
you know, or whether the fire drill was conductive or whatever. Everything about Robeson High 
School, from being in gym, everything. I'll just never forget it. I actually would like to go back to my 
high school and get some kind of gift, but it's just um, everything about that school I'm going to 
miss whether I liked it or whether I didn't like it. That's my school, my friends, people I grew up 
with. I even went to Parker, right next to Robeson when I was in grammar school for a short while 
because that that that elementary school used to be a high school, so I'll never forget it. They should 
just keep his name alive and add the other grade levels and I would be like, oh alright, but y'all going 
tear down all these high schools, it's ridiculous. It's really is. They don't, they don't really care. Like I 
said, the CEOs or the CPS, I don't know what y'all doing, but I think it's just all a money thing and 
then it's like y'all need to start really stepping up in these communities, in these neighborhoods and 
step up and tell these people, no, we don't like this shit. We could keep this shit. We need to do 
something different. And stuff like that. Like we the next generation coming up. You got another 
generation that's coming up and they getting the wrong idea anyway. And that's the thing about it 
too, when it come to education, because some people still want their diplomas from Robeson, but if 
you know you didn't pay them fees, you still have to give them they money, although they done 
fucked up this money and all this bribery stuff going on, you still have to pay that. So I told some 
people that was talking about their diplomas on Facebook. Call CPS and get your shit because if you 
want a job or have any skills, they gotta know you graduated from high school or you did something, 
alternative school, whatever that may be, but you need to, um, get your high school diploma if you 
know you graduated, truly legally graduated from high school, get your stuff and call on them to get 
your high school diploma because sometimes being in high school we paid all these fees and they 
didn't really give us what the fuck we needed anyway. So that pissed us off. Like I said, you'd be 
surprised and all the stuff that had been happening at these high schools and how they mistreated us 
as students when it came to money and what we needed. And what we wanted. So. 
 
1:10:50 
 
EA: Could you describe Robeson in five words?  
 
KR: OK, I'm going to just give the nickname because the nickname for the school was the Da Rob. 
So D-A R-O-B. So that's Da Rob. I'm, it was life changing. Cracking. So that’s parentheses fun. So it 
was life changing. It was cracking. Hoo. Three more words?  
 
EA: Sorry, did you say the road? What was it? 
 
KR: Rob, it’s like the rob. So you've got Robeson that's his name. So that's the Rob, that's the 
nickname for it. So it was life--so it was life changing, it was cracking. Um, Three more words 
for...you learned. I’m a just say you learned. It's still a school, you learned. Um, I don't know. I'm 
going to just say fuck. I want to just say I don't know, what I say? Life changing, you learned. It was 
fun because it was cracking. I'm gonna put this in the big word, best teachers in the world. And the 
last one I would say is... I’m putting another big word, nothing like it. No, no other school can 
compare. So I'm just put them words in them big words because it's a lot I can say. I could have 
wrote this down if I knew I was going to be asked this, but I mean it was just life changing. I mean 
Robeson really, um, either... it mold and it shaped you as well too. And that was your responsibility 
to take on and experience it, and, and shape it into something for yourself. So Robeson most 
definitely did that for me because of the teachers. Without the teachers it wouldn't be shit. So.  



 
EA: Thank you so much. 
 
KR: You're welcome. 
 


